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Festival of Qingming on the Bian River, by Zhang Zeduan of the Northern Song Dynasty, is 528 centimeters in 
length and 24.8 in width. The scroll depicts a panoramic scene of Bianjing (Kaifeng, in Henan Province), capital 
of the Northern Song Dynasty, during the Qingming (Clear and Bright) Festival. It is both a gem of Chinese fine 
arts, and a valuable reference in the study of Song Dynasty social and cultural life. 


By Zhao Pu 

T he quintessential Chinese paint- 
ing Festival of Qingming on the 
Bian River, one of the highlights 
of the 72 National Treasures Exhibi- 
tion in Shanghai last December, is again 
under media scrutiny, following claims 
that in the 1970’s, restorers at the Pal- 
ace Museum effaced part of the price- 
less masterpiece. 

Wang Kairu, who has been reproduc- 
ing antique Chinese paintings for over 
a decade, stated in an article published 
in Xinmin Weekly last month, that “Pal- 
ace Museum staff mistakenly deleted a 
detail of Northern Song Dynasty artist 
Zhang Zeduan’s Festival of Qingming 
on the Bian River while repairing the 
painting in 1973.” 

“They thought it was an ox, inharmo- 
nious and irrelevant to the painting’s con- 
text, and simply scraped it off. They were 
wrong, it was a female donkey, braying to 
a rutting male donkey on the other side of 
the road,” Wang said. 

The Palace Museum has been quick to 
refute the charges, however. ‘What we de- 
leted in the 1973 repair was not a part 
of the original painting,” former deputy di- 
rector of the Palace Museum Yang Xin re- 
sponded in an interview with Beijing Star 
Daily earlier this month, ‘Wang doesn’t re- 
ally understand the painting at all!” 
Donkey or ox? 

Yanhuang Xuan is a famous art studio 
in Tangshan, Hebei Province. Owner Wang 
Kairu has been a calligraphy and paint- 
ing enthusiast since childhood. He opened 
the studio in 1993, at the age of 53, and 
has since devoted himself to reproducing 
famous, ancient paintings. 

In 1995, Wang went to the Forbidden 
City with the idea of reproducing the most 
precious item in the Palace Museum’s col- 
lection, Festival of Qingming on the Bian 
River. Although it was not on public dis- 
play, he convinced the museum authori- 


ties of his sincerity and devotion to art 
over a number of visits, and was finally 
granted by the director permission to view 
the precious painting in 1997. “They also 
provided me with a full scale photograph 
of the painting,” Wang told Beijing Today 
on Monday. His subsequent reproduction 
of the painting was based mainly on that 
photograph. 

However while working on his copy, 
which he describes as “the most accurate 
to date reproduction of Festival of Qing- 
ming on the Bian River” he discovered 
a “serious problem” with the museum’s 
preservation of the precious artwork. 

The painting was acquired by the Pal- 
ace Museum in the 1950s. In the course 


of repair work to the painting in 1973, a 
small section 80 centimeters from the left 
edge was deleted. “Former deputy chief 
of the Palace Museum, Yang Boda, wrote 
in an introduction to the painting (in an 
album published in the 1970s) that they 
believed the part they deleted was a bel- 
lowing ox standing beside a tree, irrele- 
vant to the painting’s context,” said Wang. 
“They made a mistake.” 

Wang researched several earlier repro- 
ductions of the paintings, and found that 
it was actually a female donkey standing 
under the tree, braying to a male donkey 
on the other side of the road. “It couldn’t 
be an ox,” said Wang. “Those specialists 
probably didn’t understand this detail, be- 


cause they are unfamiliar with rural life, 
they didn’t know much about livestock.” 

Just a patch 

Responding to Wang’s challenge, for- 
mer deputy chief of Palace Museum Yang 
Xin further clarified the deletion made to 
the painting 30 years ago, describing it as 
“routine maintenance.” 

“Repair of antique calligraphy and 
paintings is regular preservation work. 
Festival of Qingming on the Bian River 
has been repaired many times throughout 
history,” said Yang. “We did delete a detail 
from the painting in the 1973 repair when 
we remounted it, which is no secret. But 
what we deleted was not a part of the orig- 
inal painting, it was a patch pasted to a 


worn-out part of the painting during re- 
pairs made in the Ming Dynasty.” 

“The Ming Dynasty patch was worn out 
when we repaired the painting in 1973. As 
we couldn’t determine whether the ox on 
the patch was copied from the original, de- 
cayed part, or just a work of imagination 
by the Ming Dynasty restorers, we delet- 
ed it from the painting,” he said, adding 
that “The deleted patch is preserved in our 
maintenance archive.” 

“It’s impossible the Palace Museum 
would make a careless or sloppy mistake 
in the preservation of such a national trea- 
sure,” said Jin Yunchang, deputy director 
of the museum’s Calligraphy and Painting 
Department. ‘We have a very strict sys- 
tem concerning the maintenance and re- 
pair of ancient calligraphy and paintings,” 
he told Beijing Today on Monday. 

“Before a calligraphy work or painting 
is repaired, there will be a specific plan. 
Usually the director of the relevant de- 
partment submits a proposal first, which 
must be authorized by the director of the 
museum. Specialists will then draft a de- 
tailed repair plan after careful research of 
the object. Every step in the whole process 
is documented,” said Yang. 

Renowned writer and artist Feng Jic- 
ai, who himself painted a reproduction 
of the Festival of Qingming on the Bian 
River in the 1980s, told Xinmin Weekly, 
“I don’t fully agree with Wang’s stand, I 
think he is exaggerating somewhat. But 
there is no doubt that the Palace Muse- 
um made a mistake in deleting a part of 
the painting.” 

“They shouldn’t cut the detail just be- 
cause they considered it inharmonious 
or irrelevant, it was an irresponsible and 
destructive alteration,” he said. “Even if 
it was a patch added in the Ming Dynas- 
ty, those restorers must have had their 
reasons for doing so. The Palace Muse- 
um apparently lacked respect for our 
cultural heritage.” 


By Shan Jinliang 

October 12 marked the start of 
a new chapter in the life of former 
soldier Cui Zhangcheng. 

On that morning, 48-year-old Cui 
was elected director of the Lugu 
Community Committee, in west Bei- 
jing’s Shijingshan District. 

Along with six deputy directors, 
he will lead the 37-member com- 
mittee of Beijing’s first autono- 
mous community committee. 

Ma Zhongliang, vice president 
of the Beijing Academy of Social 
Sciences told Beijing Today in a 
telephone interview Monday, “the 
historic breakthrough will hopeful- 
ly promote the city’s neighborhood 
management system and adminis- 
trative reform.” 

Under the leadership of the Lugu 
Party Working Committee of the 
Communist Party of China, prepara- 
tions for an indirect election for the 
Lugu Community Committee was 
launched in early August. 

On September 18, 233 neigh- 
borhood committee representatives 


were elected, aged between 23 and 
74. On October 8, these represen- 
tatives were issued with a list 
of 41 committee member candi- 
dates and their resumes. Thirty 
members were finally elected from 
this list on October 12, and Cui 
Zhangcheng won the title of direc- 
tor, with a total of 207 votes. 

One of the thirty committee 
members is Ping Yaling. Ping, who 
is blind, won China’s first Para- 
lympics gold medal, in the long 
jump at the Los Angles Paralym- 
pics in 1984. 

“The election of disabled and mi- 
grant worker representatives are 
the two biggest breakthroughs,” 
Ping told Beijing Today. 

As one of the two migrant 
members of the committee, Jiang 
Changbiao, 29, from Sichuan Prov- 
ince, said he was happy to have 
been elected as a representative, 
and with the community member 
election result, but said it was pity 
that he had only been able to read 
the other candidate’s resumes and 


Neighboihood 
Reform Begins 
in Capital 



Lugu neighborhood committee residents Li Yixiang (left) and 
Wang Zhirong cast their votes for the community representa- 
tives. Photo by Gao Qingxin 


had no chance to meet and talk 
with them. 

He told Beijing Today Tuesday 
that he would persist in seeking 
to improve the rights of migrant 
workers, particularly regarding is- 
sues such as social welfare and the 
high fees they must pay for their 
children’s education. 

Han Mengrong, secretary of the 
Lugu Disciplinary Working Com- 
mittee told Beijing Today last 
Tuesday that three of the new 
neighborhood representatives are 
migrant workers, a relatively low 
number given that they represent 
20 percent of the total population 
of the Lugu community. 

“A certain percentage of places 
should be kept for migrant workers, 
to ensure that everyone in the com- 
munity is properly represented and 
the results are accepted by the com- 
munity,” said Ma Zhongliang. 


Jiang Changbiao also said that 
he hopes to see more representa- 
tives from the migrant workers in 
the future. 

Ma said that at present, the 
Neighborhood Community Commit- 
tee is fully financed by the district 
government, and points out that 
while this will not affect the autono- 
mous operation of the committee, it 
is necessary that it becomes finan- 
cially independent in the future. 

In recent days, Cui and his col- 
leagues have been busy designing 
a survey to determine what the 
problems of common concern are 
in the community, which will form 
the basis of their future work. Cui 
also said that they are designing a 
logo for the community, as a means 
of improving harmony, and that 
they are scheduled to discuss la- 
bor division with various district 
governmental departments. 
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Beijing-Hong Kong Economic 
Cooperation Symposium Opens 


By WangXiaoxiao 

The Seventh Beijing-Hong Kong Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Symposium opened 
yesterday morning at the Beijing Hotel 
and winds up this afternoon. 

Since June 29, when Hong Kong and 
the mainland signed the Mainland — 
Hong Kong Closer Economic Partner- 
ship Arrangement, the two have found 
unprecedented opportunities for eco- 
nomic cooperation. The symposium will 
offer both cities a trade stage to develop 


business. 

The opening ceremony and presenta- 
tion and a series of topical seminars have 
been organized for high-level govern- 
ment officials and business people from 
both cities to discuss cooperation oppor- 
tunities. The series of seminar topics 
include Olympic-related and major proj- 
ects, investment in Hong Kong, Hong 
Kong brand names, Beijing CBD real 
estate development, logistics, finance 
and legal aspects. 


Beijing Daily reports that one of 
the seminars recommended 177 Olym- 
pic and other major investment projects 
totalling US $9.7 billion. 

As one of the most important eco- 
nomic cooperation partners and the 
third biggest export market for Beijing, 
Hong Kong had set up over 6,700 invest- 
ment enterprises by the last half-year in 
Beijing and the total figure of contracted 
investment reached US $17.14 billion. 


Rise In lax Revenue Reported 


By Chen Si 

The World Bank has issued a report 
stating that, “Although affected by the 
SARS epidemic and relatively slow 
increase in world trade, the Chinese 
economy was unexpectedly in good shape 
in January to June of 2003,” according 
to Monday’s China Economy Times. The 
organization’s Chinese Economy Half 
Year Report was released on October 16. 

The World Bank attributed the 
achievement to a rapid increase in 
momentum rarely seen in recent years, 
enjoyed by both investment and export, 
two major forces behind the country’s 
economic progress. 

Statistics released by the State Admin- 
istration of Taxation (SAT) indicate that 


China reaped tax revenue totaling over 
1.5 trillion yuan (about $180 billion) in 
the first nine months of the year, exclud- 
ing tariffs and agricultural tax, up 21.7 
percent year-on-year. 

“China’s target of seven percent eco- 
nomic growth set for this year is well 
within reach. China’s economy remains 
in good shape, with a strong momentum 
for expansion,” President Hu Jintao said 
in a keynote address at the CEO Summit 
of the Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion (APEC) forum on Monday. 

Qiu Xiaohua, SAT vice director gen- 
eral, said in a news conference held by 
the State Council on October 20 that the 
disadvantageous influence of SARS was 
mostly focused on tertiary industries 


such as retail and transport in April and 
May. Due to the rapid decrease of the 
GDP growth rate in the second quarter, 
the loss to the Chinese economy over the 
whole year caused by SARS is estimated 
to be 0.8 percent. 

Qiu noted that the Chinese govern- 
ment took many effective measures in 
time to counter the negative effects of 
the epidemic. 

However, the elimination of the influ- 
ence of SARS in the third quarter does 
not mean China can afford to ignore 
such problems. China should continue 
to strengthen its public hygiene system 
construction and promote the harmoni- 
ous development of the economy and 
society, Qiu added. 


GE Industrial PaiK Switches On 


Macao 
Enters CEPA 
Framework 

By Xiao Rong 

Markets in the Chinese mainland, 
Hong Kong and Macao Special Admin- 
istrative Region are becoming more 
closely integrated with the unveiling 
last Friday of the Macao version of the 
Closer Economic Partnership Agree- 
ment (CEPA), three months after the 
release of the Hong Kong version. 

Starting from next year, 273 
products locally made in Hong Kong 
and Macao will be exempt from tar- 
iffs and by 2006 a zero-tariff trade 
area in Asia might develop as fur- 
ther products enjoy the preferential 
treatment. 

Macao is expected to greatly ben- 
efit from the economic pact, as about 
50 of the 273 designated products 
are currently not locally made in the 
special administrative region, which 
could attract more investment from 
Portugal and other countries in the 
area. Moreover, CEPA may reduce 
the risks of the single economic struc- 
ture in Macao, where over half of all 
tax revenues come from the gaming 
industry. 

A joint committee will be estab- 
lished between the Chinese mainland 
and Macao to oversee the implementa- 
tion of the pact, according to Chinese 
Vice Minister of Commerce An Min, 
who made the remarks at a joint press 
conference last Friday with Macao’s 
Secretary for Economy and Finance 
Francis Tam Pak Yuen. 

An said that both Hong Kong and 
Macao are free economies with many 
similarities, adding that the central 
government has granted them similar 
CEPA treatment with their differences 
taken into careful consideration. 

The zero-tariff treatment on Macao- 
made products entering the Chinese 
mainland is expected to bring Macao 
an annual income of 10 million patacas 
(US $1.25 million) and will help enter- 
prises there further explore the huge 
mainland market, according to Tam. 

Zhou Ligao, former rector of the 
University of Macao, holds that CEPA 
is a mutually beneficial agreement of 
trade and economic relations in that 
the development of Hong Kong and 
Macao is indispensable with the back- 
ing of the Chinese mainland, while 
inland enterprises march towards the 
international market. 

CEPA consists of three major areas, 
namely trade in goods, trade in ser- 
vices and trade and investment facili- 
tation, which are aimed at eliminating 
institutional obstacles in economic and 
trade cooperation between the Chi- 
nese mainland and Macao. 


By Sun Ming 

The General Electric Medical System 
China Industrial Park, located in the 
Beijing Development Area, became oper- 
ational Wednesday. 

The industrial park, with a total 
investment of 26 million yuan ($40 mil- 
lion) occupies 60,000 square meters. 
It can make medical diagnostic equip- 
ment, including computerized tomog- 
raphy scanners, magnetic resonance 
systems and x-ray equipment. 

According to GE, the industrial park 
will double the throughput and export 
capacity of GE Medical Systems China. 

Jeff Immelt, chairman and CEO of 
GE, attended the opening ceremony on 
Wednesday. He said in a speech that 


A recruitment campaign by six of 
China’s biggest State-owned enterprises 
(SOEs) for senior managers has attracted 
463 applicants from home and abroad. 

About 28 percent of the applicants 
have worked or studied overseas, and 
17 are foreigners from a dozen countries 
such as the United States and Canada, 
according to the Sate-owned Assets 
Supervision and Administration Com- 
mission (SASAC). 

It is the largest recruiting drive ever by 
the government body in charge of super- 
vising SOEs’ assets, reported Thursday’s 
China Daily. 

SASAC, which directly supervises the 


By Chen Si 

The Chinese and Japanese govern- 
ments have reached an agreement last 
Sunday on the Qiqihaer mustard gas 
incident, according to People's Daily. The 
Japanese government will pay China 300 
million yen (22.6 million yuan) in com- 
pensation. 

The incident, in which one person died 
and 43 were injured, occurred when a 
cannister of mustard gas left by the Jap- 
anese army at the end of World War II 
was unearthed on August 4 by workers 
in Qiqihaer, Heilongjiang Province. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Zhang Qiyue said the incident seri- 
ously damaged the safety and feelings 
of the Chinese people, which could not 
be compensated by money. China has 
demanded the Japanese government 
fully realize the result and political 
influence caused by the incident and 
fulfil relevant promises it has made. In 
addition, Zhang expressed the hope that 


the industrial park “will enable China to 
become one of the world’s top production 
bases of CT scanners, by providing 25 per- 
cent of total global demand every year.” 

Immelt added that as a major part 
of GE’s Chinese operation, GE Medical 
System is set to double its business 
volume in China in the next three years 
and will achieve a volume of $2 billion 
by 2005. 

Chih Chen, president of GE Medical 
Systems China, said at the opening cer- 
emony, “China is replacing Japan as 
GE Medical Systems’ Asian operating 
center. All of GE Medical Systems’ Asian 
centers for business, finance, technology, 
information and marketing have moved 
to China.” 


191 biggest SOEs in China, launched the 
advertising campaign for its recruitment 
drive in mid-September as part of a man- 
agement experiment. 

The six enterprises, including China 
United Telecommunications Co. Ltd. and 
the State Development and Investment 
Corp., offered seven deputy general man- 
ager and chief accountant positions. 

A SASAC spokesman said on Wednes- 
day that after the assessment, only about 
100 of the applicants have been deemed 
qualified to take part in the examination 
process, which will be held on Sunday. 
The final interviews are scheduled for 
November 8 to 9. (Xinhua) 


effective measures would be taken to 
prevent the reoccurrence of such trage- 
dies in the future. 

Liu Aiping, the wife of Li Guizhen, 
who died as a result of exposure to the 
noxious mustard gas, said it was a posi- 
tive step that the Japanese government 
had offered compensation, but added, “It 
is very important to apologize. No apol- 
ogy is actually an insincere attitude to 
history and reality.” Liu has accepted an 
invitation of a Chinese lawyer delegation 
to go to Japan to appear in court and 
request an apology from the Japanese 
government. 

Chinese Present Hu Jintao met Japa- 
nese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
in Bangkok, Thailand at the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC), which 
started October 20. Hu told Koizumi that 
the Chinese government hoped the Jap- 
anese government would undertake the 
responsibility of destroying all chemical 
weapons abandoned in China. 


Foreigners Drawn to Top Slots 
in Domestic SOEs 


300 Million Yen Compensation Set 
for Mustard Gas Incident 


Draft Supervision law Covers Foreign Banks 


Supervision of foreign-funded 
banks, Sino-foreign joint venture 
banks and foreign banks’ branches 
in China has been covered by a draft 
law on banking supervision. 

The draft law was put forward for 
review at the fifth session of the 10th 
National People’s Congress (NPC) 
Standing Committee, China’s top leg- 
islature, being held from Thursday 
to next Tuesday. 

The Chinese bank watchdog will 
supervise the business of foreign- 
funded banks, Sino-foreign joint ven- 
tures and foreign bank branches in 
China in line with the law on banking 
supervision, according to the draft 
law, which was amended after the 
first round of discussion at the fourth 
session of the 10th NPC Standing 
Committee in August. 

The overseas business of Chinese 
banks and Chinese financial institu- 
tions founded abroad will also come 
under the watch of the China Bank- 
ing Regulatory Commission (CBRC), 
the country’s banking overseer. 

A number of legislators asked for 
clarification of who would be super- 
vised when the draft law was first 
submitted for discussion, said Jiang 
Qiangui, vice chairwoman of the NPC 
Law Committee while elaborating on 


the amendment of the draft law. 

The draft law said the law would 
be applied on deposit-taking banks, 
including commercial banks, urban 
and rural community banks and 
policy banks, that are founded in 
China. 

Non-banking financial companies 
such as asset management com- 
panies, trust and investment com- 
panies, financial companies and 
financial leasing services, would also 
be supervised in accordance with the 
draft law. 

But if the government issued reg- 
ulations on asset management com- 
panies and policy banks, the bank 
watchdog would follow, Jiang said. 

The CBRC itself will be under the 
supervision of auditing and prosecut- 
ing organs, according to the draft law. 

The draft amendment of the Law 
on the People’s Bank of China and 
Law on Commercial Banks were sub- 
mitted for a second round of discus- 
sion on Thursday as well. 

Jiang noted that so far legislators 
would not add items on setting up 
a coordination mechanism among 
watchdogs of banks, securities, insur- 
ance and trust services though greatly 
urged by insiders. 

(Xinhua) 


Foreign Currency Sovereign Debt 
to be Issued in Hong Kong 


By Wang Xiaoxiao 

The Ministry of Finance is cur- 
rently gauging how much interest 
international investors have in trea- 
sury bonds to service the foreign cur- 
rency sovereign debt in Hong Kong. 
If they go ahead, it will be the first 
time for China to issue such bonds 
since 2001. 

Six banks have been chosen as the 
underwriters. Goldman Sachs, Mer- 


rill Lynch and JP Morgan from the 
US will take charge of the US dollar 
bond issue, while Swiss Bank Corpo- 
ration, Deutsche Bank and Banque 
Nationale de Paris will answer for 
the issue of the Euro bonds. 

The issue scale has not been 
decided yet, but is expected to include 
10-year bonds worth $1 billion and 
five or seven year bonds worth 500 
million euro. 


Central Bank Issues Foreign Exchange 
Management Kegulation 


China’s central bank has issued 
a regulation on the management of 
foreign exchange agencies, which will 
take effect on November 1. 

The regulation only allows foreign 
exchange agencies to change convert- 
ible foreign currencies in cash or trav- 
ellers checks to Renminbi, but forbids 
foreign exchange purchase with Ren- 
minbi, said an official with the Peo- 
ple’s Bank of China (PBOC). 

Domestic residents and Chinese 
nationals living abroad on Chinese 
passports should buy foreign exchange 
from approved banks with Renminbi 
when heading abroad. 

Non-domestic residents, foreigners 
or residents from Hong Kong, Macao 
and Taiwan, should go to the banks 
specified by the foreign exchange 
agency if they want to change Ren- 
minbi back to foreign currency. The 
amount of exchange should be no 
higher than the original amount 
of foreign exchange and the transac- 
tion should be performed within six 
months of the last foreign exchange 
transaction. 


Foreign exchange agencies refer 
to those domestic corporations autho- 
rized by qualified domestic banks to 
have foreign exchange business by 
contract. 

According to the regulation, all cor- 
porations registered in China could 
apply to banks with foreign exchange 
business for authorization of the 
business and concerned banks could 
authorize any domestic corporations 
the rights to start this business. 

Those foreign exchange agencies 
set up before the regulation should 
make up the application procedure 
within two months after the regu- 
lation takes effect, said the PBOC 
official. If they fail to make up the 
application, they will not be permitted 
to undertake foreign exchange busi- 
ness in the future. 

The regulation aimed to better sat- 
isfy the requirements of domestic res- 
idents and non-domestic residents in 
foreign exchange while keeping good 
order in China’s foreign exchange 
market, said the PBOC official. 

(Xinhua) 


People’s Bank to Expand Bole in Combating 
Money Laundering 


China’s central bank, the People’s 
Bank of China (PBOC), is likely to 
replace the Ministry of Public Security 
to organize the fight against money 
laundering, according to a new amend- 
ment draft of a major banking law. 

The amendment draft of the Law 
on the PBOC was submitted Thurs- 
day to the fifth session of the Standing 
Committee of the National People’s 
Congress (NPC), the country’s top leg- 
islature, for secondary deliberation. 

The amendment draft noted that 
the central bank would organize 
actions against money laundering 
across the country and coordinate rele- 
vant government departments - tasks 
formerly undertaken by the Ministry 
of Public Security. 

The central bank will also guide 
banks and financial institutions to 
combat money laundering and super- 
vise a specialized fund for the actions, 
the amendment draft added. 

The PBOC updated its security 
department to include fighting money 
laundering as one of its main tasks on 
September 29 this year. 

A PBOC spokesman told Xinhua 
that the central bank would be in 


place to dig out possible money laun- 
dering cases by monitoring huge flows 
of capital. 

Three regulations against money 
laundering were issued by the central 
bank in January and became valid 
March 1. 

The State Administration of For- 
eign Exchange (SAFE) formed a 
special department against money 
laundering as well in March this year 
while the inspection department on 
money laundering crimes under the 
Ministry of Public Security was set 
up in April last year. All these depart- 
ments will work together under the 
central bank. 

SAFE uncovered a total of 12,000 
cases of illegal operations in foreign 
currencies with more than $9 billion 
implicated last year. Seventy-eight 
underground banks were smashed 
and 519 law-breakers were arrested. 

According to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), $600 billion to 
$1.8 trillion is laundered in the world 
every year, equal to two to five percent 
of the global economy, and the amount 
increases by $100 billion annually. 

(Xinhua) 
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Chinese-made Simmers 
Hit Local Streets 



Driving away in a new, domestically -made BMW 325i sedan will 
cost around 470,000 yuan. Photo by Bqb 


By David Huang 

New BMW 325i sedans, assembled 
in China by the domestic enterprise 
Brilliance China (Huachen) Automo- 
tive Holdings and Germany’s BMW 
Group, debuted on the Beijing market 
last Saturday 

The cars carry total sticker prices of 
468,000 yuan each and deliveries are 
expected to begin early next month. 

According to Steven Shao, assistant 
manager of the marketing department 
of Beijing Yanbao Auto Service Co, 
around 100 people placed orders for 
the new sedans on the day of their lo- 
cal debut. 

BMW 5-Series sedans put together 
in China by the same partnership will 
hit the domestic market by the end 
of this year priced significantly higher 
than the 325i cars. 

Before the new cars were released, 


some Chinese automotive experts said 
they would be priced under 400,000 
yuan, a move predicted to have a seri- 
ous impact on sales of other autos in 
the high-end bracket such as Audi A6 
and A4 sedans, also domestically made 
at a VW joint venture factory in Jilin 
Province. The BMWs’ near-500,000 
yuan price tags have surprised many 
local dealers and squarely set them 
for equal competition with the Audis 
and other rival cars. 

Competition in the luxury car 
market is set to get even fiercer, 
since on September 8, German-Amer- 
ican auto giant DaimlerChrysler AG 
signed a long-awaited framework 
agreement formalizing strategic co- 
operation with Beijing Automotive 
Industry Holding for the production 
of Mercedes-Benz sedans and com- 
mercial vehicles in Beijing. 


B&Q Breaks Into Construction 
Materials Market 


By Shan Jinliang 

B&Q, the UK’s No. 1 home 
improvement and building ma- 
terials retailer, made its first 
step into the Beijing market 
last Saturday by opening a 
large store in Sijiqing, Haidian 
District. The new store is the 
company’s fourteenth in the 
Chinese mainland and the first 
foreign construction materials 
market in the capital. Accord- 
ing to local media, the store 
received 80,000 visitors on its 
first day of operation. 

B&Q is owned by Kingfish- 
er Group, a Fortune Global 500 
company. 


Yao Idling 
Settles Suit 
Against 
Coke 

By Sun Ling 

The lawsuit Chinese basketball star Yao 
Ming filed against Coca-Cola (China) on May 
23 for image right infringement came to a 
surprise conclusion on October 16, four days 
before hearings were scheduled to begin. 

The suit was filed after Coca-Cola launched 
a series of drinks this spring on which were 
painted photos of Yao Ming, Mengke Bateer 
and Guo Shiqiang, stars of China’s national 
basketball team. Yao had already signed an 
endorsement agreement with Coca-Cola’s ri- 
val, Pepsi-Cola. 

On May 15, Pepsi issued a public state- 
ment claiming that Coca-Cola had used Yao’s 
image without permission and demanding his 
picture be immediately removed from all of 
the company’s products. Yao also asked for Co- 
ca-Cola to offer him a public apology and a 
symbolic 1 yuan in compensation. 

Coca-Cola (China) has maintained it 
signed a contract with the agent of the Chi- 
nese national men’s basketball team, Chi- 
nese Sports Management Company, giving 
it permission to use group images of at least 
three members of the national squad. 

On the day the suit was withdrawn from 
Shanghai’s Xuhui District Court, Coca-Cola 
released a statement from its global head- 
quarters in Atlanta, US, explaining the move 
happened as the result of a “mediation agree- 
ment.” The company cited its sponsorship of 
China’s national team but acknowledged it 
was wrong for not asking Yao for permission 
before using his image. 

“On the basis of the fact that Coca-Cola 
(China) did not seek Yao Ming’s consent in 
advance of its use of his portrait and name 
on the packaging of its products, Coca-Cola 
(China) apologizes to Yao Ming,” read the 
company statement. 


Germany: 
Munich 
Reinsurance 
Set to Launch 

By Tony Shaw 

Munich Reinsurance, 
a leading international 
reinsurance company, is 
prepared to open its 
Beijing subsidiary late 
this week, according to a 
Beijing Youth Daily re- 
port last Friday. A press 
conference announcing 
the opening of the new 
local company is sched- 
uled to be held in Beijing 
today. 

Formation of the sub- 
sidiary was approved by 
the China Insurance Reg- 
ulatory Commission this 
July, paving the way for 
the German enterprise 
to become the first in- 
ternational reinsurance 
company allowed to open 
a comprehensive rein- 
surance business in Chi- 
na. Munich Reinsurance 
has already established 
representative offices in 
Beijing, Shanghai and 
Hong Kong. 

US: 

Metropolitan 
Life Insurance 
to Create 
Joint Venture 

By Tony Shaw 

Beijing Capital Airport 
Construction Group and 


US Metropolitan Life In- 
surance (MetLife) an- 
nounced in Beijing last 
Wednesday that they had 
agreed to establish a life 
insurance joint venture. 

The Beijing-based com- 
pany is named Sino-US 
Metropolitan Life Insur- 
ance for the time being. 
The insurer should begin 
operation by the time of 
next year’s Spring Festi- 
val in February. 

The capital’s first 
joint venture life in- 
surance company, CITIC 
Prudential Life Assur- 
ance, was established 
late August. 

Canada: Sun 
Life Everbright 
Plans Beijing 
Entry 

By Tony Shaw 

Tianjin-based Sun Life 
Everbright Assurance 
China issued a statement 
last week that it is plan- 
ning to enter the Beijing 
market. The company has 
been operating in Tianjin 
for one year. 

According to a report 
in Beijing Youth Daily 
last Friday, the estab- 
lishment of the compa- 
ny’s Beijing subsidiary 
is expected to get offi- 
cial approval this week. 

Founded through in- 
vestment from Canadian 
Sun Life Financial Compa- 
ny and China Everbright 


Group, the company is the 
first joint venture life as- 
surance company in North 
China. To date, Sun Life 
Everbright Assurance Chi- 
na has earned 120 million 
yuan in assurance fees 
from over 40,000 clients in 
Tianjin. 

China: First 
Domestic 
Insurer to 
Go Public in 
Hong Kong 

By Tony Shaw 

PICC Property and Ca- 
sualty Company is sched- 
uled to hold its initial 
public offering (IPOs) in 
the Hong Kong stock mar- 
ket on November 6, if all 
goes as planned. 

The news was released 
by Wu Dingfu, chairman 
of the China Insurance 
Regulatory Commission, 
last Saturday. Guangdong 
Province-based South 
Metropolitan Daily re- 
ported on August 15 that 
the company’s shares 
would have a ceiling price 
of HK$1.7, opening room 
for earnings of up to HK$5 
billion, which would be 
the largest IPO in the 
Hong Kong stock market 
this year. 

Figures issued by the 
commission this June 
revealed at least six oth- 
er insurance companies 
have applied to hold their 
IPOs in Hong Kong. 



Tens of thousands of Beijingers crammed into the new B&Q superstore in Sijiqiang on its opening day last Saturday. 

Photo by Lou Qiyong 
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Tiger s' Roar Signals 
E-commerce RecoveryP 

By Shan Jinliang 

Joyo, one of China’s leading business-to-consumer electronic 
commerce companies, received 52 million yuan in its first injec- 
tion of foreign funds from US Tiger Technology Fund on October 
16 amidst the backdrop of the sharply rising share values of Chi- 
nese IT companies listed in US stock markets. 

The investment is not only good news for Joyo, a sharehold- 
ing company under Kingsoft Software Corporation, but also for 
the domestic e-commerce industry, which has posted consistent 
losses over the past 10 years. 

The funds represented the second large investment made by 
Tiger Technology in a Chinese IT company within one month. 
In late September, Elong, a Chinese online travel company, got 
$15 million in capital from that fund and Blue Bridge Capital, a 
Lithuanian investment enterprise. 

IT industry analyst Fang Xingdong told the Xinhua News 
Agency on October 18 that the event marked the recovery of Chi- 
na’s e-commerce field. At a press conference in Beijing last Sat- 
urday, Lei Jun, Joyo’s chairman, said that Joyo has made another 
step towards its goal of becoming the Amazon.com of China. 

However, Joyo is still far from realizing that dream, as its 100 
million yuan in revenue last year hardly compares to the $3 bil- 
lion Amazon earned in the same period. The Chinese company 
only began earning profits in the second quarter of this year, in 
part because it moved its offices out of Beijing’s expensive Zhong- 
guancun area. 

At the press conference, Lei added that before receiving the 
investment, Joyo was in bad need of capital to fund further de- 
velopment because of Chinese people’s slow acceptance of e-com- 
merce and under-financing from parent company Kingsoft, which 
focuses mostly on online gaming. 

At the same time, Lei refused to give Tiger Technology, now 
the Joyo’s third largest shareholder, a bigger piece of the company. 
Some analysts have expressed fears that because Tiger Technol- 
ogy is a venture capital fund, its investment could be withdrawn 
suddenly, fears reinforced by the foreign company’s failure to as- 
sign a senior manager to Joyo’s board of directors. 

Since receiving the new investment, Joyo launched a new pro- 
motion last week of 1 yuan delivery charges. 

Cathay Pacific to Commence 
Capital Services 

Cathay Pacific Airways, Hong Kong’s biggest airline, announced 
Tuesday that it will commence services to Beijing on December 12. 

The airline will initially operate three return flights a week, 
departing Hong Kong every Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday and 
returning from Beijing on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

Cathay Pacific Director Philip Chen said, “For Cathay Pacific, 
being able to operate three services a week to Beijing is a very 
important step, but it is still just a start. Our flights will deepen 
links between Hong Kong and the Chinese mainland.” 

The launch of the flights is expected to bolster Hong Kong’s 
position as a global aviation hub and primary gateway to China. 

Approval for Cathay Pacific’s operation of Beijing flights came 
alongside other initiatives aimed at supporting Hong Kong’s 
economy and links with the mainland, including the implemen- 
tation of the Mainland-HK Closer Economic Partnership Ar- 
rangement (CEPA) and allowing individual mainland travelers 
to visit Hong Kong without visas. (Xinhua) 

Fu Chengyu Named New CNOOC Head 

By Shan Jinliang 

Fu Chengyu, former deputy general manager of China Na- 
tional Offshore Oil Corporation (CNOOC), was appointed to the 
position of the company’s general manager last Saturday. 

The appointment was announced by Wang Dongming, vice di- 
rector of the Organization Department of the Central Committee 
of the Chinese Communist Party in Beijing last Thursday. 

According to information released by the Organization De- 
partment, Fu has rich academic and management experience in 
the oil industry, having worked at CNOOC for nearly 20 years, 
as well as knowledge of the capital market and understanding of 
China’s complex opening up policies. 

Fu led successful campaigns to list two of CNOOC’s holding 
companies on the Hong Kong stock market. “The main reason 
Fu was appointed is to get the third holding company listed,” 
said an unnamed CNOOC senior official early this month. 

A report in the 21st Century Business Herald commented 
last Sunday that Fu’s first step after assuming his new position 
would be to compete for greater share of the domestic market for 
CNOOC. This country’s annual oil imports total nearly 80 million 
tons, a huge market mostly controlled by China National Petro- 
leum Corporation, China Petroleum and Chemical Corporation 
and China National Chemicals Import & Export Corporation. 

NTT DoCoMo Establishes Research 
Center in Zhongguancun 

By James Liu 

Nippon Telegraph and Telephone (NTT) DoCoMo, one of the 
world’s largest mobile communications companies, established 
its third research center worldwide in the Raycom Infotech Park 
in Zhongguancun, Haidian District. The company invested $5.3 
million to set up the facility. 

At a press conference held on October 16, NTT DoCoMo 
Vice President Masahiro Minomo said the center would focus 
on research and promotion of advanced mobile technologies for 
fourth-generation (4G) systems and beyond. 

“We won’t provide mobile service or sell mobiles in this coun- 
try. What I will do here is research and develop 4G technologies 
and help China work out new standards for 4G,” Minomo told 
Beijing Today. 

IG, Honeywell to Make 
Advanced Appliances 

By Shan Jinliang 

LG Electronics and Honeywell signed a strategic cooperation 
agreement last Thursday for the development of Internet-con- 
nected home appliances for the China market. The move follows 
the forging of a similar partnership between Sanyo, Samsung 
and major domestic appliance maker Haier in late August. 

According to last week’s agreement, US-based Honeywell will 
provide LG with household automation and touch screen video- 
phone technologies and the two sides will work together to de- 
velop high-end home appliances featuring Internet connections. 
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“Sale Hands” Trichet Takes Over 



New ECB chief Jean- Claude Trichet 


Brussels, October 16 (AFP) - EU leaders gave 
their formal blessing to Jean-Claude Trichet as 
the new European Central Bank chief, with the 
Frenchman pledging to uphold the “remarkable 
heritage” of his predecessor Wim Duisenberg. The 
60-year-old former governor of the French central 
bank is due to replace Duisenberg for an eight-year 
term from November 1, following the green light 
from leaders of the 12 euro-zone nations at an EU 
summit here. 

“I will ensure that I keep intact the remarkable 
heritage of my predecessor,” Trichet said of the Dutch- 
man, who was the first president of the ECB and 
oversaw the introduction of the single European cur- 
rency in 1999. 

The incoming ECB chief vowed to maintain “con- 
fidence in the euro... and the effective functioning 
of the entire European monetary team” in Frank- 


furt’s Eurotower. 

Trichet’s candidacy was long in doubt after he was 
named as a defendant in a false-accounting scandal at 
Credit Lyonnais, stemming from the early 1990s when 
he was director of the French treasury and the bank 
was still in state hands. 

His name was not cleared until June this year, com- 
pelling the 68-year-old Duisenberg - who is retiring 
after five years in Europe’s top banking job - to stay on 
longer than he had originally wanted. 

But European Commission president Romano Prodi 
described Trichet’s performance at the Bank of France 
as “outstanding” during difficult times, and said he had 
not seen a better CV for the European post. 

Already a member of the ECB’s decision-making 
governing council, Trichet has a reputation as a fierce 
anti-inflation fighter. 


He has chided several governments, including the 
French and German, for allowing their public deficits 
to breach limits laid down in the euro zone’s Stability 
and Growth Pact. 

But ECB watchers do expect a marked change in 
culture when the urbane Trichet replaces the shock- 
haired Duisenberg, who was that rarest of breeds - an 
outspoken central banker. 

During his five-and-a-half years in office, Duisen- 
berg earned himself a reputation, perhaps unfairly, of 
being clumsy and gaffe-prone, an “error of casting” as 
French President Jacques Chirac once cruelly said. 

Trichet in contrast is the epitome of guarded 
sophistication, whose utterances on monetary policy 
are more akin to the Delphic statements of US Fed- 
eral Reserve chief Alan Greenspan than those of his 
brusque predecessor. 


Analyst’s Take: 

Abrupt devaluation of the 
dollar may be the biggest threat 
to the euro. It’s commonly believed 
that the dollar cannot maintain 
its current level. As soon as cen- 
tral banks all over Asia begin to 
undersell dollar reserves, this will 
cut the dollar exchange rate. If 
the dollar devalues significantly, 
it will harm competition in the 
euro zone. On the other hand, it 
would also increase pressure on 
Trichet to provide incentives for 


economic growth. 

Many problems with the ECB, 
especially the accusations that it’s 
unresponsive, are caused by deci- 
sion methods based on common 
agreement. In the ECB, currency 
policy is not decided through voting 
but through long-term discussion. 
In the beginning of the operation of 
the ECB, common agreement was 
very important for political rea- 
sons. But now times have changed 
and there are new problems to face. 
So Trichet needs to enact a reg- 
ulation allowing decisions to be 


reached by voting in the council, 
so the process can’t be hi-jacked by 
political motives. 

Trichet should carry out refor- 
mation even if it incurs opposition 
from members of the council. Oth- 
erwise, he will find himself stuck 
with a defensive policy. If he carries 
out the reformation, it is very pos- 
sible that the ECB could become 
one of the most successful EU orga- 
nizations. 

— Zhang Yan , researcher 
from Beijing Foreign Exchange 
Research Department 


Chiba, Japan, Octo- 
ber 23 (Japan Today) - 
The 37th Tokyo Motor 
Show opened to the 
media Wednesday 
ahead of its public 
opening on Saturday, 
with some 600 passen- 
ger cars and motorcy- 
cles from 60 companies 
from around the world 
on display. 

Foreign carmakers 
are introducing 50 
models that have never 
been seen in Japan 
before. 

The show comes 
amid difficult times for 
the motor industry, as 
illustrated by the third 
quarter results recently 
announced by the Big 
Three US automakers. 

As if to blow away 
economic blues and 
soothe the spirit, the 
Japanese firms 
peppered their 
presentations with such 
buzzwords as “stylish, 
insightful and spirited” 
and “comfort, open 
space and stress-free 
ambience”. 

Some of them even 
emphasized the impor- 
tance of paying atten- 
tion to the “emotions” of 
motorists. Xinhua Photo 
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Google Fined in France 


Healthy Pizza, What Next? 


Paris, October 19 (Reuters) - 
A French court has ruled against 
Internet search powerhouse 
Google in an intellectual property 
rights case that could have far 
reaching technological and finan- 
cial implications for Internet 
search firms. 

The civil court in Nanterre, near 
Paris, fined privately held Google 
75,000 euros for allowing adver- 
tisers to link text Internet adver- 
tisements to trademarked search 
terms and gave the company 30 
days to stop the practice, even 
though it’s a common feature of 
Internet search services. 

The ruling, handed down ear- 
lier this week, is believed to be the 
first in which the owner of a trade- 
marked term successfully sued an 
Internet search service over the 
practice of allowing advertisers to 
use protected terms in text ads. 

If it is upheld on appeal and 
validated in other countries, the 
decision could force the search ser- 
vices to pre-screen search terms for 
trademarks before letting adver- 
tisers use them. 

In the trademark case, the 
owner of the name “Bourse des 
vols” (Market for Flights), an 
Internet travel agent, wanted 
Google to stop allowing competi- 
tors to include “Bourse des vols” 
as a term that would generate an 


advertisement and link to their 
own site that Internet searchers 
could click on. 

Google had refused, arguing its 
French arm was not responsible, 
that the term bourse des vols was 
not protected by a valid trademark 
and that the issue was technologi- 
cal and could not be resolved. 

But the court found for the 
plaintiff on all three issues, said 
Fabrice Dariot, who owns the 
trademark to “Bourse des Vols” 
and sued Google. Dariot said that 
while the fine was small, the deci- 
sion could be important. 

“It was as though the Internet 
and the real world were two differ- 
ent worlds, but this ruling shows 
that there is only one world,” he 
said in an interview. “It shows that 
the Internet will have to respect 
intellectual property rights.” 

The result of the decision could 
be that any time the term “Bourse 
des Vols” was typed in, only ads 
for that specific site could be 
posted with the search results, 
Dariot said. 

California-based Google said it 
would appeal the decision and 
declined further comment. 

But in the meantime, Google 
will have to make the changes 
while the appeal is underway or 
face fines of up to 1,500 euros for 
each infraction, Dariot said. 


October 16, (Motley Fool) - According 
to market researchers NPD Group, Ameri- 
cans lost weight last year and ate healthier. 
Meanwhile, Yum! Brands’ Pizza Hut intro- 
duces Fit ‘N Delicious pizzas. Given that 
the surprise of the study was that people 
are interested in a balanced diet, a fit pizza 
looks on target. 

With 15% less fat than the chain’s Thin 
‘N Crispy pizza, the Fit ‘N Delicious comes 
with a generous amount of tomato sauce 
and half the cheese, with either ham or 
chicken as options. And you get two of the 
following: green pepper, red onion, mush- 
room, jalapeno, tomato, or pineapple. 

Whether a pizza with extra tomato sauce 
needs tomato as a topping is a question for 
another day, as is “who ordered that jalap- 
eno and pineapple pizza?” Yuck! No worries. 
Early sales success will probably be deter- 
mined by how the pizza looks in TV com- 
mercials and print ads. 

Give Pizza Hut credit for innovation. If 
America’s tastes are truly changing, this is 
a good move. Another NPD Group study 
shows that pizza has grown in 10 years 
from the eighth most served main dish at 
dinner to second. If it takes a Fit pizza to 
grow the market from here, Pizza Hut is 
ready. 

And really, Fit pizza is low risk. It doesn’t 
require new ingredients, so there are few 
changes at the local level except for sig- 
nage. If it draws from the weight-conscious 
masses that would never touch a regular 
pizza, those are incremental sales that will 
fatten earnings. 


Analyst’s Take: 

It is a good trend for the US fast- 
food chains to reduce the amount of fat 
in their food though it may only be a 
promotion activity. US researchers have 
released reports about unhealthy fried 
food in the last few years, and people 
have begun to limit their consumption 
of it. One direct result is that the 
worldwide French fries consumption 
has fallen to its lowest point in 15 years, 
and the US is the biggest consumer 
of fries. Fortunately, Pizza Hut felt the 
risk despite its surging pizza sales and 
is trying to head off the possible decline 
in sales. 

The trend is also happening in China 
as more and more Chinese parents are 
persuading their kids not to eat fried 
food. Now 16 percent of Chinese children 
eat more fat than they should and are at 
risk of becoming overweight. Compared 
with the US, Chinese people’s awareness 
of healthy eating is relatively low. 

I visited a Pizza Hut restaurant near 
Beihang University in Haidian District 
on Monday, and I was told they have not 
begun providing the healthier pizzas, 
but I think the trend towards healthier 
food will gradually catch on, including 
the other fast-food chains like KFC and 
McDonald’s. 

- He Jiguo, associate professor \ 
dean of Nutrition and Food Secu- 
rity Department, China Agricultural 
University 


Gl lyes China’s Financial 
Services Market 

Shanghai, October 23 (Reuters) - General 
Electric, one of the world’s most profitable 
companies, expects to generate $3 billion in 
sales from China this year and wants to 
invest in the country’s vast financial services 
sector, Chairman and Chief Executive Jeff 
Immelt said on Thursday. 

“I would like to see in the next one, two 
or three years GE making an investment in 
financial services in China,” Immelt said at 
the opening of a $64 million GE technology 
research center in Shanghai. 

The U.S. titan is moving further into high- 
growth areas amid weakness in traditional 
industrial businesses such as plastics. Its GE 
Capital arm, which offers credit cards, insur- 
ance and other financial services is a big 
profit spinner for the Fairfield, Connecticut- 
based firm. 

China has said it will allow foreign banks 
full access by late 2006. 

Kodak Defends Strategy 

New York, October 22 (Reuters) - Eastman 
Kodak Co. on Wednesday posted a 63 percent 
drop in third-quarter earnings and defended 
its plan to shift away from its declining film 
business and into digital pictures despite an 
outcry from disgruntled investors. 

Rochester, New York-based Kodak, the 
world’s top maker of photographic film, which 
last month announced a dramatic strategy 
shift towards digital printing and away from 
traditional film, said profit in its key pho- 
tography and health imaging segments fell, 
despite sales gains. 

Some dissident investors, led by activist 
fund management company Providence Cap- 
ital, gathered in New York on Wednesday to 
discuss asking Kodak to open the books on 
its plan of action. It also was going to suggest 
to the company that it seek feedback from 
shareholders. 

Australian Agency Selling 
land on the Moon 

Melbourne, October 15 (AP) - Now here’s 
a gift that’s really out of this world. A new 
real estate agency, Lunar Realty, based in 
the southern Australian city of Melbourne, 
opens its doors Tuesday selling one-acre 
blocks on the moon for 59 Australian dollars 
(US$40) and 10-acre “lifestyle” blocks for 
A$298 (US$202). Businessman Paul Jack- 
son, 33, announced Monday he had bought 
the Australian rights to sell the land from 
Nevada-based entrepreneur Dennis Hope. 

Hope has been cashing in since 1980 on 
what he said was an apparent loophole in 
the 1967 United Nations Outer Space Treaty 
that barred nations from laying claim to the 
moon but said nothing about individuals. 

Hope registered a claim for the moon and 
planets with the United States, the Soviet 
government and the United Nations and, 
operating as Lunar Embassy, has been sell- 
ing plots of extraterrestrial real estate ever 
since. 

Jackson said two million people from 180 
countries have bought a slice of the moon 
since 1980. 

Euro Disney Conflrms Wider 
loss Forecast 

Paris, October 20 (AP) - Euro Disney SCA 
confirmed a news report that its forecast 
results showed a sharply wider net loss for 
the fiscal year ending in September, but said 
the figures had been leaked illegally. 

The company, which operates two theme 
parks outside Paris, issued the statement 
Monday in response to French newspaper 
Le Parisien’s report Friday that the full-year 
loss was seen widening by 75 percent to 58 
million euros ($67.6 million) from 33.1 mil- 
lion euros the previous year. The figures came 
from a report done for Euro Disney by the 
French accounting consultancy Arec. Accord- 
ing to the French daily, the total number of 
visitors to the two parks, Magic Kingdom 
and Walt Disney Studios, fell to 12.5 million - 
down almost 5 percent compared to the pre- 
vious year. The paper said the Arec report 
partly blamed the decline on falling foreign 
visitor numbers due to the Iraq war and the 
outbreak of SARS. 

New Panel Proposed for 
Audit Rulemaking 

New York, October 22 (Reuters) - Interna- 
tional regulators and a group representing 
accountants globally on Wednesday proposed 
establishing a new board to oversee the 
accounting industry’s job of setting rules for 
auditors, as part of reforms to restore confi- 
dence in the scandal-hit profession. 

The new board will oversee the audit, inde- 
pendence and ethics rules set by the Inter- 
national Federation of Accountants, which 
represents accounting organizations world- 
wide and develops global auditing rules. 

The board, to be called the Public Interest 
Oversight Board, will comprise 10 members 
from regulatory bodies like the European 
Commission, the World Bank, the Interna- 
tional Organization of Securities Commis- 
sions and the Basel Committee on Banking 
Supervision. 
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Space Success Sparks Trademark Race 


By Yu Shanshan 

The return of China’s first astro- 
naut, Yang Liwei, and his space cap- 
sule the Shenzhou V last Thursday 
has sparked a heated race to cash in 
on the hero’s name and new fame. 

Wang Zhijian, who has earned a rep- 
utation for registering many lucrative 
trademarks in Hunan Province, turned 
in an application to the Trademark Of- 
fice of the State Administration to regis- 
ter “Shenzhou V” as a trademark for an 
agricultural seed and gardeningproduct 
brand in May That application is now in 
the administration’s standard 18-month 
checking period. 

Soon after the identity of China’s 
first man to reach space was made 
public, Wang also filed an application 
to register a trademark for ‘Yang Li- 
wei.” Last Friday, he was quoted in the 
Chengdu, Sichuan Province-based West 


China City Daily as saying, “I know 
that because he is in the army, Yang 
Liwei cannot conduct private business, 
but it would be a waste for no one to 
benefit from his great value!” 

Another person, Shi Jing, has filed 
for a trademark in Sichuan for a name 
that is pronounced “Yang Liwei” but 
uses different characters. That appli- 
cation has already passed the Sichuan 
trademark office’s initial acceptance 
procedures. 

According to national regulations, re- 
gional and central trademark offices can 
take up to 15 days after filing to decide 
whether to accept an application and 
then should conduct 18 months of inves- 
tigations and checks to determine if that 
application is worthy of trademark reg- 
istration and certification. 

Last Saturday, sources from the 
Trademark Office of State Administra- 


tion for Industry and Commerce con- 
firmed that the Beijing Space Medicine 
and Medical Engineering Research In- 
stitute, where Yang Liwei trained for 
his historic flight, turned in an applica- 
tion last Saturday afternoon to register 
the astronaut’s name as a trademark 
for some of their products. 

Officials from Yang’s hometown of 
Suizhong, Liaoning Province, are also 
entering the fray. According to the head 
of Suizhong county, Xia Yu’en, the Sui- 
zhong government has applied to reg- 
ister “Yang Liwei” as trademark for 
locally-grown white pears. “Since Yang 
has become a world-famous figure, we 
are trying to think of the best ways to 
make full use of the power of his name. 
Next, we will consider how to use his 
name to attract more investment in 
the local market,” Xia said. 

Liu Xiangying, secretary of the 


county Party committee, told Beijing 
Today he is advocating that Suizhong 
construct memorials to Yang and his 
craft and make the astronaut’s former 
home a tourist attraction. 

Plenty of people are also hoping 
to secure ownership of the “Shenzhou 
V” name. One of the earliest to take 
this tack was Wu Bin of Chengdu, 
Sichuan. He has already designed a 
trademark pattern for the name and 
told the local media of his plans to 
apply the trademark to clothes, shoes 
and health food products. 

However, Xun Xianzong, vice di- 
rector of the trademark office of the 
Chengdu Industrial and Commerce 
Bureau, cast doubt on Wu’s chances. 
“Shenzhou V is a special name that 
has significant political meaning. So 
far, there is no precedent for the use of 
such names as trademarks,” he said. 



Ping’An Avenue 
Hosts Mass 
Wedding 


By Sun Ming 

More than 3,000 artists and tourists from 
52 countries attended a parade on Sunday in 
Ping’an Avenue, during which over 100 couples 
representing those nations tied the knot in a 
massive collective wedding ceremony. 


Under the theme “Beijing’s tomorrow will be 
more beautiful”, the parade was a key event 
in the Sixth Beijing International Cultural and 
Tourism Festival which kicked off last Friday 
and ended on Monday. 

Photo by Qian Bingge 


Shanghai Officials Accept 
One Dollar Salaries 

By Yu Shanshan 

Shanghai has earned a name for learn- 
ing quickly from Western examples, a 
reputation solidified by the government 
of the city’s Xuhui District last Sunday. 
On that day, three Xuhui leaders signed 
one-year contracts and accepted their an- 
nual salaries in lump sums of $1 each. 
According to an announcement made by 
the Xuhui government, such payment is 
common practice for officials in many de- 
veloped countries. 

“We chose government employment 
and the $1 annual salaries because we 
hope to adopt experiences we’ve had in 
Western countries here at home,” said 
Tang Haisong, one of the three part-time 
officials, at a press conference in Shang- 
hai last Thursday. 

Tang, CEO of Etang Information Ser- 
vice Company, holds an MBA from Har- 
vard University and formerly worked as 
a business analyst for McKinsey & Com- 
pany for three years. He and Qian Xue- 
feng, vice president of Soft Bank China 
Venture Capital and holder of a PhD 
from Yale University, have assumed po- 
sitions as vice directors of Shanghai’s 
Foreign Economic Relations Commission. 
The third self-sacrificing official is Huang 
Yong, president of SME Club Consulting 
(Shanghai) Co., Ltd., and now the vice di- 
rector of Shanghai’s Investment Center. 

The three positions were specially cre- 
ated for the men, who will be responsible 
for giving the district government sug- 
gestions, helping attract investment and 
pushing forward the development of cer- 
tain industries. They will also be asked 
to participate in district projects and pro- 
vide feedback and consulting on develop- 
ment plans. 

According to Yuan Zhaoyu, media of- 
ficer for the Xuhui district government, 
inviting experienced executives to take 
government positions with symbolic sal- 
aries is intended as a means of introduc- 
ing new information and methods related 
to commerce, technology and public ad- 
ministration. That district government’s 
ambitious plans also call for sending 100 
young officials abroad to study and em- 
ploying foreign interns. 



Clinic, Newspapers Help 
Girl Realize Dream 

By Wang Xiaoxiao 

Over the past several weeks, the public and the do- 
mestic press have again rallied to the aid of 25-year- 
old Tianjin native Zhang Jing. Thanks to the efforts of 
Beijing Star Daily and some other papers, the home- 
ly young woman received a second session of free 
cosmetic surgery in Tianjin on Monday to give her 


confidence as she prepares to start a new job at a re- 
tirement home. 

Zhang has had a difficult life and comes from a poor 
family. Before undergoing the operations, she told do- 
mestic newspapers that she always wanted to share in 
her family’s burden, but never had a chance because 
no company or manager would hire her after meeting 
her face-to-face. The media’s campaign to publicize her 
struggles paid off when the Tianjin Tongji Cosmetic 
Clinic responded by offering Zhang free cosmetic sur- 
gery so that she would no longer be subject to such 
discrimination. 

She politely turned down their first offer on Sep- 
tember 17, afraid that her poor health would put her 
at risk if she underwent surgery, but changed her 
mind and first went under the knife five days later. 

“I’ve been dreaming of changing my looks my whole 
life, not to be beautiful, but just to look more common. 
I’ve tried to save money for this kind of operation, but 
never got close to how much I needed. So I’d like to 
greatly thank the doctors who did this for me. It’s like 
the realization of my dream,” she was quoted as saying 
in the Tianjin-based newspaper Meiri Xinbao after the 
first operation. 

According to the plan of the clinic’s doctors, Zhang 
Jing will undergo operations to shape her eyebrows, 
lips and forehead. 


Capital Runs 
Major Marathon 

By Wang Xiaoxiao 

Last Sunday morning, over 
25,000 professional and ama- 
teur runners from 38 countries 
turned out for the 2003 Sam- 
sung Beijing International Mara- 
thon, the top marathon in China. 
The race started at 8:30 am from 
Tian’anmen Square and ended at 
the Olympic Sport Center. 

The men’s winner was Ian Sys- 
ter of South Africa, who crossed 
the finish line with a time of 
2:07:49, and a native woman, 
Sun Yingjie, won the women’s ti- 
tle with a time of 2:19:39. 

Aside from the full marathon, 
the event also included five kilo- 
meter, 10 kilometer and half mar- 
athon races, all of which were run 
under the theme of “Treasuring 
life, running towards health.” 



Coins and Stamps 

Commemorate 

Spacenght 

By Wang Xiaoxiao 

On October 16, the same day that the 
Shenzhou V manned spacecraft successfully 
took off, a series of commemorative coins 
were launched in China. At the request of the 
Chinese government, a limited run of 10,000 
of the silver coins were minted by the Perth 
Mint in Australia and Cook Island mint in 
New Zealand. 

There are two kinds of coins in the series. 
Both have the face of Queen Elizabeth II on 
one side, the other side filled with either a 
picture of the Shenzhou V or its Changzheng 
ZF rocket. The high-purity coins carry the de- 
nomination of one New Zealand dollar. 

On the domestic market, China Post is- 
sued a series of stamps and a first day stamp 
cover called “The first success of China’s 
manned spacecraft” the same day. The two 
stamps in the series are named “Heroic Bear- 
ing” and “Triumphant Return” and are avail- 
able at post offices around the country. 

Local Competition Allows 
Foreigners to Mug on TV 

Beijing Television is preparing to film the 
2004 running of its “Arts from Our Land” 
competition, in which foreign residents in the 
capital will be invited to show off their talents 
at traditional Chinese art and performance 
forms, such as singing, balladry, cross-talk, 
martial arts, dance and opera. 

Participants will be judged in three areas 
- Chinese language abilities, skills challenges 
and art performance. Awards will be given to 
the top three finalists, along with special rec- 
ognitions such as “most popular” and “most 
photogenic.” 

Beijing TV is currently accepting applica- 
tions from interested foreigners. Entry forms 
should be sent to the station before Novem- 
ber 20. 

For more information, check the website 
http://yule.sohu.com/caiyi/, call 6842 9614, 
or send email to xuejing@btv.com.cn or 
caiyidas ai@y ahoo . com . cn . 

Suspect Persuaded 
to Surrender by 
Short Messages 

By Dong Nan 

Through a series of 34 mobile phone short 
messages, Hu Jianguo, a police officer from 
the Dazhongsi Market Police Station, suc- 
cessfully persuaded an escaped suspect to 
turn himself in to the authorities. 

On October 4, a vendor at the Dazhongsi 
market called the police to report the theft of 
over 40,000 yuan worth of cigarettes from his 
store. Clues culled from consequent investiga- 
tions pointed towards a man from Shandong 
Province, surnamed Guo, who worked at a 
nearby stall. Soon after the police began 
looking into the crime, Guo disappeared and 
broke off all contact with his former boss and 
other relations. 

However, Guo’s former employer was able 
to pass on the suspect’s mobile phone number 
to the police. That phone was turned off when 
Hu Jianguo first called, but the persistent po- 
liceman decided to send Guo repeated short 
messages in the hopes he might turn on the 
phone and then be persuaded to come out of 
hiding. 

Over a span of three days, Hu send Guo 
nearly three dozen messages with such state- 
ments as, “Please give yourself up. Your sen- 
tencing for the crime could be commuted, and 
the law is fair,” “It will only help your future 
if you come back” and “You don’t want to live 
as a thief on the run forever, do you?” 

Eventually, Hu’s efforts paid off. “I am 
in Jiamusi [in Heilongjiang Province],” Guo 
wrote back on October 10. Hu quickly replied, 
“If you turn yourself in, according to the law, 
your sentence is sure to be commuted.” 

Soon after, Guo called his boss and family 
to tell them he was going to surrender. 

In the heavy rain of midnight on October 
12, Guo returned from Jiamusi and appeared 
at the Dazhongsi Market Police Station. Lat- 
er that day, he helped the police recover all 
the cigarettes he had stolen and hidden. 

According to Hu, Guo confessed to feeling 
lonely and afraid when he fled to Heilongjiang 
and said that the policeman’s messages 
moved him and persuaded to come back to 
Beijing. 

“At first, we planed to arrest Guo at the 
railway station or track him down through 
the national police network, but when he con- 
tacted us, we decided to trust him and wait 
for him to turn himself in at the police sta- 
tion,” said Shan Yaguang, an officer at the 
Dazhongsi Market Police Station. “We record- 
ed Guo’s whole story in his file. According to 
national criminal law, his sentence should be 
commuted.” 

This is not the first time that Hu has been 
able to bring in a wanted suspect through 
short messages. According to some local me- 
dia reports, Hu used such methods to success- 
fully persuade two men suspected of assault 
to turn themselves in this June and July. 
Both men received commuted sentences. 
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By Zhao Bin 
Who’s in the net? 

The survey was conducted 
in Nandingfu Village, Xin- 
glongzhuang Village and 
Taoyuan Village, in Pinggu 
district in the east outskirts 
of Beijing. Taoyuan Village is 
known as the first “Internet 
Village” in Beijing. 

The survey selected 67 lo- 
cal citizens, aged between 16 
and 55. More than half of the 
respondents had received se- 
nior high school education. 

The questionnaire includ- 
ed 32 questions, ranging from 
respondents’ habits in using 
the Internet to the problems 
they encountered in the pro- 
cess. It aimed to find out just 
how useful the Internet was 
and how to improve its fu- 
ture performance. 

According to the survey, the 
two main methods used by lo- 
cal citizens to access the Inter- 
net were using cable modem 
setups at home and using com- 
puters in the Pinggu Infor- 
mation Center established by 
the local government. The for- 
mer service costs each family 
50-yuan per month for unlim- 
ited use, while the latter is 
free of charge. 

Pinggu Information Center 
was set up in December 1998 
by the local government to de- 
velop platforms for videocon- 
ferences, online trading and 
long-distance education. The 
center also presides over the 
construction of the Internet 
and intranet for the whole dis- 
trict. According to Pinggu gov- 
ernment, by 2003, 17 towns in 
the district and 183 villages 
had been linked to the host 
server in the center. 59 enter- 
prises in the district now have 
their own websites. 

Wu Yulin, the chief director 
of the center, told Beijing To- 
day that as well as installing 
equipment for the local net- 
work, the center launched ini- 
tiatives to help locals become 
more computer literate. They 
offered courses and offered 
low-priced PCs for families. 
“For an experimental promo- 
tion in 1998, we provided 30 
free PCs for families who were 
willing to learn new infor- 
mation skills,” Wu said. “We 
encourage people to use the 
service at our sub-centers in 
the villages as well.” 

Currently, less than one 
third of local families own per- 
sonal computers, a compara- 
tively low rate. The average 
monthly income for families is 
2500 yuan. 

Useful? 

Nearly half of all the re- 
spondents said they used the 
Internet frequently, at least 
once every fortnight. People 
tend to use the service at 


Catching Up 
on the Net 

T here’s generally assumed to be quite an information gap between the city and 
the provinces, even between the city center and communities in the outskirts. 
But if Pinggu district in the suburbs of Beijing is any guide, the Internet appears 
to be closing the gap. A survey titled Uses of the Internet in Rural Areas of Seven 
Countries in Asia, conducted by Beijing Broadcasting Institute, shows the significant 
changes the Internet has brought to Pinggu peoples’ lives. 
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weekends and in the non- 
farming season. More than 
two thirds said their average 
surfing time was between one 
and two hours. 

People had numerous dif- 
ferent reasons for using the 
Internet. More than two thirds 
focused on obtaining agricul- 
tural information; nearly half 
wanted business information. 
“We provide users with a plat- 
form to trade their products 
online,” says Wu. “They can ac- 
quire market information eas- 
ily on the website we built.” 


Around half of the surfers 
use education functions, such 
as downloading supplementa- 
ry material from local school’s 
host server. Wu explains how 
the system works. First, 32 
high schools and 28 primary 
schools in the district have 
been linked through the in- 
tranet. All the terminal users 
can share the schools’ teach- 
ing materials. Second, all the 
teacher’s profiles are in the da- 
tabase. Students can also get 
onto the school’s server via the 
Internet and conduct instant 


Q&A with their teachers on- 
line by using microphones and 
earphones. “Thanks to this in- 
teractive system, our students 
could continue their classes at 
home during the SARS crisis,” 
added Wu. 

About one third of the users 
were also interested in finding 
out about new policies at gov- 
ernment websites and about 
a third looked into health is- 
sues. More than a quarter are 
already using online banking 
services. 

98.5% of the respondents 


Courses at the center 
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said the Internet plays a use- 
ful role in their lives. “The on- 
line trade in peaches reached 
1300 tons last year in Taoyuan 
Village,” says Wu. According 
to the survey, nearly 20% of 
Internet users increased their 
income by more than 1000 
yuan last year. 

Happy surfers 

94% of all respondents said 
they learned how to use a 
computer through training 
programs at the county’s in- 
formation center. The center 
aimed to help people with 
different skills, varying from 
getting some more knowledge 
about agriculture to using 
email. Nearly half of the re- 
spondents wanted to learn to 
input Chinese and use the In- 
ternet to search for business 
information. More than one 
third wanted to advance their 
knowledge on marketing. 

“We aim to increase their 
income by showing them how 
to use online trading,” ex- 
plained Wu. “We didn’t intend 
to make everyone become a 
software or hardware special- 
ist. Instead, we teach them 
how to get supply and demand 
information online.” 

Only two of the people in 
the survey were unhappy with 
service at the center. “The staff 
here are friendly and willing 
to offer assistance,” said one 


of the respondents, a villager 
from Xinglongzhuang who has 
become an Internet regular. 

Problems 

The main problems people 
have are the slow connection 
to the Internet, the lack of or 
inability to find the informa- 
tion needed, the fact that so 
many websites are in English 
and the unsuitable opening 
hours of the Pinggu Informa- 
tion Center. 

Three quarters of the re- 
spondents said they some- 
times encountered connection 
problems. Three quarters also 
said they could not easily find 
what they were looking for. 
70% complained that the cen- 
ter’s opening hours were in- 
adequate and inconvenient for 
their schedule. “I need to work 
in the field in the daytime, 
and when I get to the center 
in the afternoon, it’s closed,” 
said one respondent, who lives 
one kilometer from the center. 
The current opening time is 
between 9 am and 5 pm, stan- 
dard government office hours 
which the center must stick to 
as it is located in a govern- 
ment building. 

As for the connecting prob- 
lem, Li Yun, an engineer in the 
center says that storms often 
break the cables and it takes time 
to wait for new network hubs to 
be set up by the provider. 


Problems 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall] 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. \ 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". | 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 

Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen jj 

Website: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 

14^^:6:00 - 8:30, 
30 te/^, 400 ju/fl ,1000 7E/f Jf 0 
&$t#:6 8499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour. Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take bus no. 81 1 or Te 6 and get off at Renming Daxue stop. 
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In Sickness 
and in Health 


By Sun Ming 

J ust as people were getting 
used to the idea of China’s 
controversial new marriage 
registration regulations, a spe- 
cial case in Sichuan Province last 
week re-ignited the debate. 

Last month, Zhou Xiaoyan, 
(pseudonym), 23, found out she 
was HIV-positive after taking the 
still compulsory marriage health 
check. Had the couple decided 
to register for marriage after 
October 1, she wouldn’t have 
known. Zhou thought she was 
in perfect health and admitted 
she wouldn’t have had the health 
check if it wasn’t compulsory. 

“I never intended to cheat my 
husband,” Zhou told Beijing To- 
day on Wednesday. “I certainly 
don’t want to spread my disease 
to him. I was so relieved to hear 
he hadn’t been infected by me.” 
To the surprise of many peo- 
ple, news of Zhou’s condition did 
not change the feelings of her 
fiance, Liang Chenghao (pseud- 
onym), 35. The couple got mar- 
ried last Monday. 

A big shock 

Zhou, who comes from a vil- 
lage in Quxian County, Sichuan 
Province, left her hometown af- 
ter she graduated from a pri- 
mary school. From then on, 
she made a living in Shenzhen. 
“Zhou met Liang in 2001 when 
she was working as an assem- 
bly worker in Shenzhen. Liang, 
who is from Hong Kong, was 
also a worker in the same facto- 
ry,” reported Tianfu Daily , a lo- 
cal newspaper in Chengdu, the 
capital of Sichuan Province. 

On September 22, after fulfill- 
ing some procedures at Sichuan 
Province Marriage Registration 
Office in Chengdu, Zhou and Li- 
ang went to the Jinjiang District 
Health Care Center for the pre- 
marital check-ups. 

On September 23, Zhou re- 
ceived a telephone call from the 
Registration Office and was in- 
formed that she had been diag- 
nosed with HIV. 

“I told her she should undergo 
a further medical examination to 
test whether she had full-blown 
AIDS,” Fei Lihua, a staff member 
from the office told Beijing Today. 

According to regulations on 
HIV carriers and AIDS patients 
issued by the Ministry of Health 
in 1998, AIDS patients wishing 
to marry were urged to show ex- 
tra caution and those infected 
with HIV should receive a fur- 
ther medical consultation before 
getting married. 

Fei said that Zhou was star- 
tled and cried when she heard 
of her illness. “She asked me to 
keep it secret and not tell her 
boyfriend. I promised,” said Fei 
who still had to report the case 
to her boss. “It sounded that she 
still wanted to marry Liang.” 

But Zhou didn’t go to the health 
care center for a further medical 
test in the following days. 

Ido 

In the morning of October 9, 
Zhou and her boyfriend showed 
up at the Sichuan Province Mar- 
riage Registration Office again. 

“They walked hand in hand 
into our office and we recognized 
them at once,” said Fei. 

“She had told her boyfriend 
about her illness,” said Fei. “He 
looked quite calm. When I asked 
him whether he really wanted to 
marry Zhou, he thought for a few 
seconds and then said ‘yes’.” 

Fei and her co-workers didn’t 
know how to deal with the unusu- 
al application. “Under the new 
marriage registration regulations, 
couples need only show their ID 
cards and residency papers and 
sign a document stating they are 
not already married. Zhou and 
Liang met all the demands.” 

Li Liangdeng, deputy direc- 
tor of the Civil Administration 
Bureau of Sichuan Province, 
which is in charge of the mar- 


riage registration office, eventu- 
ally permitted the application of 
a marriage license. 

“To be frank, I was very hes- 
itant. We’ve never encountered 
such an unusual application for 
marriage before,” Li told Beijing 
Today on Wednesday. “But how 
could we refuse? Liang entirely 


understands the illness and still 
insisted on his decision.” 

The couple got the marriage 
certificates last Monday and Li- 
ang then flew to Hong Kong to 
prepare their new apartment. 

Tianfu Daily said last Tues- 
day that many people don’t un- 
derstand the action of the couple, 


Babies for Sale 



Police try to comfort the abandoned children 


By Dong Nan 

O n October 15, the trial 
began for an organized 
gang who have sold 147 
babies in the last two years. The 
trial, in Guangxi Zhuang Auton- 
omous Region, is the biggest yet 
regarding the “baby trade” in 
China. Sixty eight suspects are 
being prosecuted. 

The criminal group was dis- 
covered earlier this year. In 
March, Guangxi police cracked 
two baby trade cases and saved 
more than 40 babies. Following 
up their leads, the police dis- 
covered an even bigger criminal 
network which was busily “ac- 
quiring”, transporting and sell- 
ing babies throughout Guangxi, 
Henan, Anhui and Hubei. The 
business involved more than 
100 people. 

Captured on the highway 

On March 17, suspects includ- 
ing Cui Wenxian, Ge Fashen, Xu 
Yueling and Zhang Xiaogao divid- 
ed into three groups and gathered 
in Yulin, Guangxi Autonomous 
District. They had gathered 28 
babies and hired a coach to take 
them to Haozhou, Anhui. 

On the road, two babies bought 
by Cui Wenxian kept crying, so 
Cui fed them sleeping pills. One of 
them had choked to death by the 
time police stopped the coach. 

The coach was stopped and 
inspected by Guangxi police on 
the Guihai Expressway. Stuffed 
inside several travel bags on 
the backseat the police found 27 
baby girls and one little boy. 

In his confession, Cui Wenxian 
said he had transported babies 
from Yulin to Haozhou by coach 
four times in the last two years. 

Cui Wenxian’s group was 
merely a link in the chain. 
Through them, the police soon 
discovered the rest of the crim- 
inal group. There was an arm 


that specialized in providing ba- 
bies, one that distributed them 
and another that sold them. 

Three groups 

The first group was run by Xie 
Deming and Xi Lifang and their 
two families. They took charge 
of “gathering” babies in Yulin 
and Qinzhou, Guangxi Autono- 
mous District, through midwives 
at hospitals or middlemen in vil- 
lages. The price they paid per 
child varied from 50 to 400 yuan. 

From 2001 till their arrest, Xie 
Deming’s family had bought 64 
baby girls. In the second half of 
2002, Xin Lifang and her hus- 


band Chen Shancai had bought 
31 babies. 

Some of the babies weren’t 
bought and were simply ac- 
quired through cheating. In Sep- 
tember 2002, a woman who had 
just given birth to a baby girl in 
Fumian Hospital, Yulin was told 
that her sister wanted to adopt 
her child. Instead, Xie Deming 
and Xi Lifang took her and later 
sold her for 400 yuan. 

They then sold the babies for 
1,200 yuan each to the second 
group of traders, including Cui 
Wenxian, Zhao Hongliang, Ge 
Fashen and Cailiping. This group 


took charge of transporting the 
babies to other provinces, mainly 
Anhui and Henan, and then sell- 
ing them to local baby traders. 

During the transportation, 
they would feed babies sleeping 
pills and bind their hands and 
feet with cloth, to stop them from 
attracting attention by moving or 
making any noise. They put two 
or more babies into one travel 
bag and took the bags as luggage 
when they took buses or coaches. 

This group then sold the ba- 
bies for 2,200 yuan per head to 
the third group of traders in- 
cluding Han Qingsong, Zhang 


Xinfang and Li Guoju. The third 
group received babies in 
Yongcheng, Henan and Haozhou, 
Anhui, and then sold babies to 
local people at high prices. 
Doctors and nurses involved 

Of the 68 suspects, 11 are med- 
ical staff, including doctors and 
nurses. Xie Deming and Xin Li- 
fang bought babies from them 
and paid them 100 to 200 yuan 
per baby as a “handling charge”. 

In early 2001, Xie Deming con- 
tacted the director and a nurse of 
the maternity department in Fu- 
mian Hospital, Yulin, and asked 
them to provide babies. They 
agreed that whenever there was a 
woman who did not want to raise 
her baby, the baby would be given 
to Xie Deming and the hospital 
would ask the woman to sign a 
written pledge guaranteeing that 
she would never seek to find her 
baby and keep it secret. 

The money Xie paid to the 
hospital would be distributed to 
nurses and doctors of the mater- 
nity department every month by 
the director and the nurse. 
Selling daughters 

According to the Guangxi po- 
lice, most of the babies are girls, 
and most of them were given 
away by their parents willingly 
instead of being kidnapped. 

Yulin is near Guangdong, and 
is one of the richest districts 
in Guangxi. Many parents sold 
their daughters not because of 
poverty, but because of their des- 
perate longing for sons. 

According to Wu Zhulin, leader 
of the detective group of Guangxi, 
there is a saying in Yulin: “If you 
have a boy, you would have every 
thing; if you have a girl, you would 
have nothing.” Many families do 
not like to raise daughters. It is 
this that creates the trade. 

(Sources: Xinhua and China 
Youth Daily) 




It used to be that Chinese 
people couldn’t get married 
without permission from 
their work units and without 
having had a health check 
prior to the ceremony. From 
October 1, this requirement 
has been scrapped, 
according to the new 
marriage registry regulation. 


register for marriage?” said Li. 
“That’s why I doubt the sense 
of the new marriage registra- 
tion regulation. Why should the 
compulsory pre-marital health 
check be removed? If Zhou 
hadn’t had a check before mar- 
riage, she wouldn’t have known 
about her illness? And she would 
definitely spread her disease to 
her husband.” 

Li conceded the case was un- 
usual but said it was a good 
example of why the compulsory 
pre-marital health check should 
be retained. 

The new registration regula- 
tion makes the physical check-up 
a voluntary action. It is widely 
regarded as a move to simplify 
the marriage registration process 
and offer more personal choices. 
However, some critics have chal- 
lenged the regulation, saying it 
conflicts with the Law on Moth- 
er and Infant Healthcare which 
stipulates that couples should 
undergo physical check-ups be- 
fore getting married. 


Photos by Mai Duo 

“There is no legal problem as 
long as the two sides have full 
knowledge of each other’s condi- 
tion and still insist on getting 
married,” says Wu Changzhi, pro- 
fessor at China University of 
Political Science and Law, a re- 
nowned expert in marriage law. 
“This couple’s marriage doesn’t 
threaten the interests of society,” 
he told Beijing Today. 

When asked whether remov- 
ing the compulsory pre-marital 
health check might lead to the 
spread of sexually transmitted 
disease, Wu stressed that she 
encourages new couples to take 
health checks before marriage. 
“But the check shouldn’t be a 
mandatory requirement.” 

Wu pointed out that in the 
past several decades, the check 
has become just a formality 
or money-making procedure in 
some areas. 

Wu hailed the deletion of the 
compulsory regulation as social- 
ly progressive and a significant 
step forward for human rights. 


Just in case? A couple visits the Jinjiang Health Center. 
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The couple’s marriage certificate 


and many of them even accuse 
Zhou of being selfish. “We love 
each other deeply and we really 
want to have a family. I hope he 
will be healthy forever. We’ll def- 
initely take measures to avoid 
spreading my disease to him,” 
Zhou told Beijing Today. 

New regulation questioned 

Liu Jie, director of the law of- 
fice of Sichuan Province Health 
Bureau, supports the couple’s de- 
cision to get married. 

“Marriage is a legal right for 
everybody, whether one side or 
both sides are infected,” Liu told 
Beijing Today on Tuesday. “All 
our health departments can do is 
to provide them with medical ad- 
vice and tell them how to avoid 
spreading the disease.” 

However, Li Shuangquan, dep- 
uty director of the Standing 
Committee of Sichuan Province 
People’s Congress, has a com- 
pletely different opinion. 

“Nearly everyone knows that 
AIDS is a sexually transmitted 
disease. How can an HIV carrier 
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Games, asking him for sugges- 
tions about the Beijing Olympics. 

BYD: Both Athens and Beijing 
are ancient capitals. What kind of 
experience has Athens gained in 
protecting cultural relics ? 

Secretary general: In the 
process of constructing Olympic 
projects, cultural relics are fre- 
quently discovered. With some es- 
pecially important relics, there is 
no choice but for a project to give 
way to them. For example, in the 
process of building an expressway, 
an ancient church was discovered. 
The solution was for the road to 
change its original route and steer 
clear of the site. In another case, 
a relic from the 11th century BC 
was found on the site where a sta- 
dium was going to be built. We 
had to carefully move the relic to 
another place. 

BYD: After we came to Athens, 
we found that you had done a lot 
of work in improving roads and 
stadiums. Are your preparations 
on the sporting side as advanced ? 
How many medals do you think 
Greece will win? 

Secretary general: We have 
done some statistical work. At 
the Sydney Games, we won 30 
medals, although compared with 
China this is a small number. 
Greece is a small country and 
we were satisfied with the result. 
As for next year’s medals, Greece 
has strengths in some events like 
track and field, weight lifting, 
and basketball. 

BYD: Given your preparations 
for the 2004 Games, what kind 
of suggestions would you offer to 
Beijing? 

Secretary general: I think 
the responsibilities of different de- 
partments should be clearly de- 
fined from the very beginning. 
Second, if there is a problem, it 
should be solved as quickly as pos- 
sible. Third, do not make excessive- 
ly magnificent plans, you should 
be practical. Everyone wants to 
gain a good reputation from the 
Games, but gradually you will find 
that you cannot do what you want 
because time is limited. Fourth, 
decisions must be made in a short 
time so it would be better if 
there is only one decision maker. 
Fifth, pay attention to accommo- 
dation, especially for members of 
the Olympic family, such as play- 
ers, coaches and officials. Sixth, 
sponsors should be introduced 
from the beginning of project con- 
struction, as this can help allevi- 
ate the economic burden. 


Olympics Coming Home 


By Ma Ning/ Zuo Dawen 

Helping Out the Press 

Exclusive interview with Mr 
Telemachos Hytiris, Vice Minister 
of Press and Mass Media 

During the 
Olympics, more 
than 10,000 jour- 
nalists from 
across the world 
will swarm into 
Athens. Just how 
good a job the 
Greeks do of 
organizing in- Telemachos 

terviews and fa- Hytiris 

cilities for them 

as well as providing things like 
food and transport will have a di- 
rect impact on international so- 
ciety’s overall impression of the 
Athens Olympics. Mr Satilis spoke 
to Beijing Youth Daily about this 
responsibility. 

BYD: What are your minis- 
try’s current responsibilities and 
what will they be during the 
Olympics? 

Vice Minister: The daily work 
of the Press and Mass Media Min- 
istry is to contact journalists, to 
hold regular briefings, to answer 
questions concerning the govern- 
ment and to put forward legisla- 
tion on information. During the 
Olympics, more than 10,000 jour- 
nalists will come to Greece. In 
addition, about 5000 journalists 
who are not sports journalists will 
come here to cover other aspects 
of Greece, such as politics, culture, 
social life and the overall atmo- 
sphere of the Games. The Press 
and Mass Media Ministry is in 
charge of managing and helping 
all these journalists. 

BYD: What kind of help will 
you offer to journalists? 

Vice Minister: Television re- 
lay is the main way of covering 
the Games. An international 
broadcasting center is being spe- 
cially built for the Games, which 
will cooperate with the national 
television center of Greece to pro- 


vide the main images to televi- 
sion stations around the world 
and facilitate television relay. 
Two special information centers 
are also being built for the 
Games. They will be located close 
to the main stadium, facilitating 
journalists’ work. As for lan- 
guage, volunteers helping jour- 
nalists are required to know at 
least three languages. 

BYD: For the last two years, 
questions have been raised about 
the construction schedule of Olym- 
pic facilities in Athens. What is your 
opinion on the schedule? 

Vice Minister: We must admit 
that currently the Athens Olym- 
pic facilities construction is run- 
ning somewhat behind. The main 
reason lies in the conflicts between 
conservation of cultural heritage 
and Olympic construction projects. 
Greece has very strict laws on pro- 
tecting cultural relics. Once cul- 
tural relics are found in an area 
where construction is taking place, 
no matter what kind of project it 
is, it has to stop and experts in 
archeology will be dispatched by 
the Cultural Ministry to investi- 
gate the site. 

If anyone tries to disguise or 
hide any finds they stumble on and 
do not report it, they will be se- 
riously punished. If any cultural 
relics are found in Olympic proj- 
ect sites, one way forward is to re- 
locate the project. If it cannot be 
moved, a museum must be built 
to protect the relics or the con- 
struction plan must be changed. It 
takes time to do all these things. It 
is very common to dig up cultural 
relics in the process of construction 
in Athens and some Olympic proj- 
ects have been delayed because of 
this reason. 

At present, Greece is quicken- 
ing its pace in making laws on 
municipal engineering. Generally 
speaking, most Olympic construc- 
tion projects are on schedule, in 
fact most have already been fin- 
ished and the city layout is being 
improved. We believe that the 
Games will be a great success. 

BYD: Greece does not have a 


Also, Greece is not holding the 
Games separately; the event is 
being integrated with other cul- 
tural exchange activities such as 
the Athens Arts Festival. 

BYD: How can the Games pro- 
mote Sino-Greek exchange and 
cooperation? 

Mr Tang: Chinese enterprises 
have already started donating tele- 
communications equipment to the 
Athens Olympics. Some Chinese 
staff are receiving training in the 
Athens Olympic Organizing Com- 
mittee. Some Chinese people are 
working for related companies and 
the general level of Chinese partic- 
ipation in the Games has seen a 
rapid increase. Meanwhile, Greek 
companies are hoping to partici- 
pate in construction projects for 
the 2008 Games in Beijing. The 
mayor of Athens is due to visit 
Beijing in the near future. 

BYD: What about Sino-Greek 
economic cooperation? 

Mr Tang: Chinese companies 
are trying to get into the market 
in Greece. It may not be that big, 
as the country only has 10 million 
people, but Greece has great influ- 
ence on its neighbors in the Bal- 
kans, so the importance of Greece 
can not be underestimated. Sec- 
ondly, with its long history of ship- 
ping, Greece has a very big ship 
building and maintenance mar- 
ket. Greek ship owners are turn- 
ing their eyes to China. Greece and 
China are also looking at some 
promising cooperative projects in 
areas such as marble and olive oil 
trade and tourism. 

Six suggestions 
for Beijing 

Beijing Youth 
Daily visited 
Athens and in- 
terviewed Mr 
Constantinos 
Cartalis, secre- 
tary general of 
the Olympic 
Games underthe Constantinos 
Hellenic Minis- Cartalis 
try of Culture, 

which is officially in charge of the 


Beijing Youth Daily grill Greek Press and Mass Media Vice Minister Telemachos Hytiris. Photos by Cheng Tieliang 


large population. How will you 
make use of these stadiums built 
for the games to avoid waste? 

Vice Minister: Most of the 
sports facilities will be preserved 
after the games to encourage 
people to use them for exercise. 
Some facilities will be changed 
into cultural and entertainment 
facilities. However, some facilities 
for sports which are not so pop- 
ular among Greeks, for instance 
baseball, will simply have to be 
demolished after the Games. 

BYD: According to Athens’ 
experience in preparing for the 
Games, what kind of problems 
should Beijing pay attention to 
in its preparations? 

Vice Minister: The most im- 
portant thing is to do a good job 
of dealing with relations between 
the government and the Olympic 
Organizing Committee. We all 
hope that Athens’ experience can 
be helpful to Beijing. It’s another 
avenue of exchange between our 
two ancient civilizations. 

Greece and China to 
Enhance Cooperation 
around Olympics 

Exclusive interview with 


Tang Zhenqi, 

Chinese ambas- 
sador to Greece 

Ever since 
the beginning of 
preparatory 
work for the 
Athens Games, 
there’s been a 
marked increase Tang Zhenqi 
in exchanges be- 
tween Greece and China. The 
Chinese Embassy to Greece has 
become far more busy. More than 
40 Chinese delegations have re- 
cently visited Athens. 

BYD: How will the ancient 
cultures of Greece and China in- 
fluence the way they hold the 
Games ? 

Mr Tang: Both events will 
have a strong cultural flavor. Also, 
as China is the most populous 
country in the world, holding the 
Games there will further the pop- 
ularization of Olympic spirit. The 
ideals originally embodied by the 
Games, such as peace, friendship, 
health and pursuit of life, are 
just as important today. Greece is 
the birthplace of the Olympics. In 
2004, the Games will return to 


their “hometown.” So for them to 
move to Beijing next is the best 
way to inherit and carry forward 
the Olympic spirit. 

BYD: What about the pre- 
paratory work for the 2004 Ath- 
ens Games? What should Beijing 
learn from Athens? 

Mr Tang: In order to prepare 
for the Games, all of Greece has 
been mobilized, including govern- 
ment organizations, citizens and 
the Olympic Organizing Com- 
mittee. Some projects like the 
new international airport have 
already been put into use and 
other related projects are also 
under construction. Each coun- 
try has its unique national sit- 
uation. Greece is actually the 
smallest country which has ever 
held the games. It is by no means 
an easy job for Greece to hold the 
largest and the most important 
sports events in the world. 

Greece’s understanding of the 
Olympics is what we should learn 
from. They see the games as a 
celebration of peace and culture. 
They also deserve our admira- 
tion for trying to play down the 
role of commerce in the Games. 
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By Zhang Huan 

A frica has always 
stimulated the 
imagination of 

adventurous travelers, with its 
vivid wildlife, stunning 
landscape, ancient civilizations 
and exotic atmosphere. But 
most tourists avoid getting too 
close to the day-to-day reality 
for much of the continent where 
people are struggling with 
poverty, disease and civil unrest. 
Photographer Liang Zi wanted 
to venture into the remotest 
areas and to live with local 
people for several months, to 
try and experience real life in 
Africa. She wanted to record the 
contrasts between the modern 
and the old civilizations and the 
lives of people left behind by the 
developed world. 

In the house of the chief 
Liang knew safety would be 
a factor, especially in remote 
areas, so she decided a bit of 
guanxi was needed. She tried to 
find anyone who could put her 
in contact with the chief of a 
tribe or head of a village. After 
a year of inquiry and waiting, a 
friend of Liang’s introduced her 
to a Chinese businessman who 
worked in Africa and happened 
to know the chief of a tribe in 
Lesotho, southern Africa. Liang 
got in touch with the chief right 
away and managed to organize 
her first trip to Africa. 

Arriving in Lesotho in July, 
2000, she reported to the 
Chinese Embassy who were 
pretty surprised about her 
plans. The ambassador said he 
had never heard of the small 
village she was heading for, 
named Tabamu, and it turned 
out to be in one of the poorest 
and most remote areas of the 
country. Staff at the embassy 
warned Liang that even in 
Maseru, the capital city, theft 
was a common problem and that 
most Chinese who had lived 
there for over a year had been 
robbed. “You cannot speak their 
language and it is such a remote 
tribe. Do you think you can 
make it?” the ambassador asked 
Liang. “I don’t know if I can or 
not,” she answered honestly. 

The chief was 56 years old, 
stout and a man of few words. 
Liang got into his car and they 
set out to the chief’s village 
in the mountains. By nightfall, 
after a day’s journey, the car 
pulled up. Getting out of the car, 
Liang found herself surrounded 
by darkness, seeing no moon or 
lamplight. The chief just walked 
away and disappeared. Liang 
became scared and didn’t know 
what to do. Suddenly, a big 
hand took her arm from behind 
and pulled her backwards. She 
screamed out. The hand 
immediately released her. Then 
she realized that the person was 
trying to show her the way. 

Liang was led to a small 
building made of stone. She 
pushed the door open and a smell 
of something rotting came from 
inside. There was only a bed and 
several broken boxes in the small 
room and the wooden door could 
easily be pushed open. Liang was 
worried that living in such a 
house would be unsafe, so she 
decided to inveigle her way into 
the house of the chief. She went 
to him and said in English, “I 
was born in a rich family and 
have never stayed in a village 
or experienced such hardship. I 
am frightened to live in such a 
cold and horrifying house. And I 
must write. It is so dark in the 
house that I cannot see anything 
clearly.” The chief didn’t answer. 
By way of striking a bargain 
Liang then took out a military 
flashlight and gave it to him, 
saying “It is too dark outside. 

With the flashlight, it is more 
convenient and safe for you.” 
Suitably impressed by the 
flashlight, the chief allowed Liang 
to stay with him. 

Generous to a fault 

Liang stayed in Tabamu from 
July to November. She filled 
two diaries and used up over 



Photographing a traditinoal local dance 

“Many things in life you can only dream 
about, because so much is beyond your 
control, but at least you can decide 
where to go.” 

-Liang Zi 



Surrounded by her new family 


Photos provided by Liang Zi 



White powder on the face - the mark of maturity 


Photo by Liang Zi 


200 rolls of film. Just to be 
careful, she did not go out in 
the morning until the sun rose 
and before nightfall she would 
finish her photographing and go 
back to the house of the chief. 
The local inhabitants regarded 
the chief with reverence. “Going 
into his house was like going 
into a big safe,” she says. 

Liang carefully hid her cash 
and traveler’s checks in 
different places and carried a 
tripod which could be used as 
a weapon if she needed it. 

Her main concern was avoiding 
disease and accidents. As AIDS 
was common in the area, she 
was nervous about taking any 
blood transfusions. 

Medicine was not easy to 
find in Tabamu, so Liang gave 
people some of the medicine 
she brought from China, an act 
which boosted her popularity 
considerably. Once the chief 
caught a cold and suffered 
from a severe headache, Liang 
gave him two Yinqiao pills, 
a traditional Chinese medicine, 
and it soon did the trick. Soon, 
however, Liang had run out of 
medicine. 

When Liang got a fever the 
only remedy was to lie in bed 
for three days. Usually in the 
daytime, she went out with the 
housekeeper to take photos and 
never stayed at home so the 
housekeeper knew that she was 


ill and asked her anxiously, 
“where is the medicine?” 
Answering that she’d given 
it all away, Liang said the 
housekeeper’s eyes became wet 
with tears. “They seldom cry 
even when they lose a family 
member so I knew the 
housekeeper really cared about 
me,” Liang says. 

Liang often carried some 
sweets in her pockets to give 
the children, but this kind habit 
also caused her some problems. 
She once went to a village to 
interview the people and met 
with more than 10 children at 
the entrance of the village. The 
children asked her for sweets, 
but Liang did not have enough 
for them. The children then 
stopped Liang from going into 
the village and when she was 
about to leave for another 
village, they started throwing 
stones at her. 

Liang decided to improvise. 
She ran into a nearby house 
and asked the father about his 
children. It turned out they were 
among the ones who had just 
attacked her. Liang suggested 
to the father taking photos for 
his family, so he happily called 
his children over to the house. 
Liang gave the remaining four 
sweets in her pockets to the 
children and went on to call 
the other children in to take 
photos. They then forgot about 
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Life in the jungle 


the sweets, and pushed each 
other towards the camera. After 
taking photos, the children left 
with smiles on their faces. 

The second trip 

In November, 2001, Liang 
went to Africa a second time 
and lived there till April, 2002. 
This time, she stayed in the city 
of Bo in Sierra Leone and lived 
with a family. There were only 
women in the household as the 
mother, Aimi, had separated 
with her husband. The first 
night after Liang moved in, 
Aimi urged Liang to latch 
the window before going to 
sleep. But the temperature was 
nearly 40 Centigrade, even at 
night, and Liang couldn’t resist 
leaving the window open to get 
some air. Later, she awoke to 
a strange sensation, as though 
the bed was moving under 
her. She opened her eyes and 
found that in the darkness, a 
man was leaning in through 
the window and pulling at her 
sheet. Liang screamed and the 
thief slipped away. 

Liang said to herself, “he 
didn’t succeed. He must be 
reluctant to go away. I’ll let him 
know what Chinese women are 
made of.” So she left the window 
open, picked up an insecticide 
spray and lay in wait. Soon, 
she heard somebody walking on 
tiptoe outside and then a pair 
of eyes appeared at the window. 
Liang hit the spray button and 
gave him a full dose in the 
eyes. The thief cried out and fell 
down. Liang then climbed on the 
windowsill and shouted, “If you 
come back again, I’ll kill you!” 
Still, Liang did not dare leave 
the window open after that. 

During Liang’s stay in Sierra 
Leone, the country was entering 
a period of peace after ten years 
of civil war. On January 20, 2002, 
the President came to the city of 
Bo to address a rally. Liang 
got up early in the morning 
and carried all her photographic 
equipment to the meeting place. 

At the end of the speech, the 
President expressed gratitude to 
the governments of the UK, US, 
Nigeria and China for their help 
and support in the past years. 
When the President mentioned 
China, Liang noticed many 
foreign journalists were looking 
at her and she realized she was 
the only Chinese and the only 
female photographer there. At 
that moment, in the square, in the 
eyes of thousands of people, she 
was China’s representative. Liang 
felt so proud. 

During her second trip, Liang 
shot 40 videotapes, 120 rolls of 
film and more than 1000 digital 
pictures and finished a diary 
intended to form the basis of 
television programs about her 
experiences. She also felt herself 
becoming more “African” with 
tougher, weathered skin and 
used to the feeling of mud 
between her toes. Liang felt she 
had really become a member of 
the local people. 

Now, Liang has already begun 
her third trip. Her destination: 
Eritrea in eastern Africa. 
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New Excavations Made at Erlitou 


By Zhang Huan 

Two large-scale ancient pal- 
ace foundations have been exca- 
vated recently in Yanshi, Henan 
Province, home of the ancient Er- 
litou Culture. 

According to written records, 
Erlitou was located in the capi- 
tal area of the Xia Dynasty (circa 
21st to 16th century BC), Chi- 
na’s first recorded dynasty. Ar- 
cheological findings have shown 
that Erlitou Culture dates back 


3,850 to 3,550 years, the tran- 
sitional period between the Xia 
and Shang (circa 17th century to 
711 BC) dynasties. 

The relic site of Erlitou is of 
great historical significance to ar- 
cheologists in understanding the 
Xia culture and identifying the 
precise time the Xia Dynasty was 
replaced by the Shang. 

The two newly-excavated 
foundation sites in Erlitou are 
known as the Third Palace and 


Sixth Palace. The Third Palace 
stands underneath the Second 
Palace, a previously-discovered 
relic site. According to Xu Hong, 
director of the archeological 
team, the Third Palace was the 
earliest palace to be built on a 
“rammed earth” foundation in 
the Erlitou Culture. 

It measures at least 150 
meters from north to south, 
and consists of at least three 
courtyards. Compared with the 


Second Palace, which had pre- 
viously been regarded as the 
earliest large-scale palace foun- 
dations discovered in China, it 
is earlier, larger in scale and 
more complex in structure. 

The Sixth Palace was found 
beside the site of the Second 
Palace. Since it was built dur- 
ing the late years of the Er- 
litou Culture, determining the 
exact year in which it was built 
will shed light on a question 


that has long been hotly debat- 
ed in Chinese archeological cir- 
cles, namely, when did the Xia 
Dynasty actually end? 

“This site is of considerable 
interest to many archeologists 
because knowledge of when the 
construction started will lead to 
a better understanding of the 
exact time of the transition be- 
tween the Xia and Shang dynas- 
ties,” commented Xu, “Further 
excavation is expected to help 


to determine whether the palace 
was built during the Xia or the 
Shang Dynasty and when the 
Xia Dynasty ended.” 

According to Xu, however, de- 
spite the new discoveries brought 
by the excavation of the two foun- 
dation sites, the key riddle in un- 
derstanding the Erlitou Culture 
and the cultures of the Xia and 
Shang Dynasties - the written 
language used at the time - re- 
mains unsolved. 


By Guo Yuandan 

On October 11, 159 antique 
printing plates of traditional New 
Year’s pictures were found hid- 
den in the roof of an old house in 
Wuqiang County, Hebei Province. 
The plates date back to the Qing 
Dynasty, and some were made as 
far back as the reign of Emperor 
Tongzhi (1861-1875). 

These engraved plates were 
discovered by Jia Zhenbang. The 
Jia family was one of the biggest 
producers of New Year’s pictures 
in Wuqiang County during the 
Qing Dynasty. The family had 
practiced the traditional craft for 
six generations, but after the end 
of the Qing Dynasty, the business 
went into decline. 

Jia Zhenbang’s grandfather 
gave around 520 engraving plates, 
representing the family’s entire 
heritage, to his two sons. In 1963, 
Jia Zhenbang’s father wrapped his 
200 plates in reed matting, which 
he placed inside the roof of the 
house, primarily to protect them 
from floods. It was this fortuitous 
move that saved the plates from de- 
struction during the Cultural Revo- 
lution. The plates kept by the other 
brother were all destroyed. 

Jia Zhenbang’s father did not 
tell his son of the family heritage 
hidden in the roof. He only told 
Jia that he must protect the house 



Antique printing plates found in the 
roof of Jia’ s home. 


New 

Year’s 

Picture 

Plates 

Unearthed 

very well. After many years, the 
house became too old to live in and 
Jia used it as a warehouse. 

Earlier this month Jia found 
some engraved plates in the 
roof by chance. He recalled he 
once heard that the family’s New 
Year’s picture plates were still 
well protected, and he decided to 
contribute them to the country. 

The engraved plates are invalu- 
able in terms of studying the history 
and culture of New Year’s pictures. 

New Year’s pictures, which 
first appeared in the Song Dynas- 
ty, were typically pasted on walls 
and doors at Spring Festival time 
as a decoration and to bring good 
luck in the coming year. 

The painting draft was first en- 
graved on wood and then printed, 
or the outline of painting was en- 
graved and printed and then the 
blanks were filled in with ink. It 
was the only method of producing 
pictures on a large scale before the 
invention of the printing press. 

The development of New Year’s 
pictures reached a peak in the 
Qing Dynasty, and Wuqiang 
County, Hebei Province, is one of 
the five places famed for their pro- 
duction. The four others are Yan- 
gliuqing in Tianjin, Taohuawu in 
Jiangsu, Weifang in Shandong 
and Mianzhu in Sichuan. 



A Wuqiang New Year’s picture 


Photos by Guo Tieliu 


Former Home 
of an Ancient 
Tibetan Man 
of letters 


The former residence 
of the inventor of the 
Tibetan alphabet has 
been found in a village 
in Tibet. 

A farmer named 
Baima Samzhub, in 
Tunba village, Nyemo 
County, was surprised 
to find frescos on the 
wall of his room when 
removing white lime 
coating to redecorate 
last week. 

The township 
government placed a 
protection order on the 
house after receiving a 
report about the 
discovery. 

After initial 
research in the village, 
which is 140 
kilometers from 
Lhasa, historians and 
archaeologists came to 
the conclusion that the 
house was the former 
residence of Tunmi 
Sangbozha, the 
inventor of Tibetan 
alphabet, who lived 
about 1,300 years ago. 

The house was once 
used as a granary and 
the courtyard it 
belonged to was once 
shared by three farming 
households. 

The picturesque 
Tunba village 
maintains the 
traditional Tibetan 
ways of incense making 
and engraving, which 
are also believed to 
have been invented by 
Tunmi Sangbozha. 

The local government 
has announced plans to 
open the village as a 
tourist destination. 

(Xinhua) 
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BeiJing Jia Yu Hua Decoration Co., Ltd 

Jfttt: Jt JlMil ffl HI jew *18118061 

(OIO) 8455 2536 (•**«> 64678822-1806 
ft*: C010) 8455 2530 

AddiRoom 1806,8F,Guangming Plaza, Liangmaqiao Road, 
Chaoyang, Beijing, China 

Tel: (010 ) 8455 2536 («***> 64678822-1806 

FAX: (010)8455 2530 
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By Yu Shanshan 

I n the running for the title of 
“Nation of Creativity,” the US 
or Japan are likely to be first in 
the minds of many people. Through 
the Great Expectations show held 
at the International Boulevard in 
Oriental Plaza from October 9 to 
19, the UK made a case for its 
claim to that honor, showcasing 
around 100 contemporary products 
of British design in such diverse 
fields as architecture, advertising, 
medical and consumer products, 
vehicles, film, new media, fashion 
and textiles. 

Feast of design 

To give the event a distinct feel 
and rhythm, Great Expectations was 
designed like a huge feast, with 15 

Sidestep 

Tradition 

innovative items set along a huge, 
long table. Installed on the table 
between the items were computer 
screens offering visitors interactive 
looks at other feats of British design. 
Those displays were brought to life 
by the clever chairs around the 
table that held hidden speakers, 
allowing guests to actually hear 
testimony from the designers 
themselves on their inspirations, 
ideas and execution. 

“The stories they hear will show 
not only that Britain is home to 
a spirit of invention, but also how 
the UK excels in turning creative 
ideas into commercial successes,” 
said Keith Davies, British Council 
Deputy Director, at a press 
conference held shortly before the 
show opened. 

Among the most impressive 
displays were those for Mill Film’s 
post-production work on the 
Oscar- winning 2001 film Gladiator 
and BBC Worldwide’s production 
Walking With Dinosaurs , both of 
which were shown on two large 
screens, as well as a Ford-Cosworth 
XF V-8 engine, men’s wear designed 
by Richard James and a Biomega 
bike by Marc Newson Ltd. 

All the designs on show were 
impressive combinations of form 
and function. GB SOLO Limited’s 
SOLOtic helmet for firefighters 
integrates breathing and 
communication equipment with a 
thermal imaging camera in one unit 
that can be put on in a mere 
15 seconds. Regent Medical SSL 
International’s Biogel Reveal double- 
layered medical glove releases a 
bright green liquid when punctured 
to reduce risk of disease 
transmission during surgical 
procedures. Even the ordinary 
laundry basket got an update 
thanks to El Ultimo Grito, creators 
of a spring-loaded model that makes 


it easier to fish out socks hidden in 
the bottom. 

‘"You can see that unlike some 
countries that are only good at 
design in certain areas, the UK 
has a wide range of creativity,” said 
Garfield Myrie, media officer of the 
British Design Council. 

The lines of eager visitors 
waiting every day for guided tours 
of the exhibition were evidence that 
the UK had succeeded in its goal 
of convincing more Chinese of its 
creative abilities. “These items, to 
me, show that good design can 
bring about better quality of life,” 

Li Xiaolei, a student of industrial 
design at Beijing Union University 
told Beijing Today last Saturday 
afternoon. 

Inspiring examples 

While wowing the Beijing 
masses, the items on display in 
Great Expectations also set 
impressive examples for domestic 
designers. In fact, some prominent 
participators in the event made 
connections between the heritages of 
the UK and China to demonstrate 
that nations with rich histories 
can still be innovative. “The UK 
is not just a nation of gents, 

Big Ben and Shakespeare, we also 
have Beckham, many cutting-edge 
buildings and Shakespeare in Love,” 
John Sorrel, co-chair of the Britain 
Abroad Task Force, noted in his 
speech “Creative Nations” delivered 
on October 10 at the Sino-UK 
Industrial Design Development 
Forum in the Landmark Towers. 

Design is of rising importance in 
the increasingly competitive global 
economy. As British design 
consultant Rodney Fitch noted, “Only 
one company can be the cheapest. All 
the others must use design.” 

However, few Chinese companies 
seem to have realized the difference 
good design can make. Johnson Lee, 
design service director of Lenovo’s 
Industrial Design Center, confessed 
that although leading domestic 
enterprises like his company talk big 
about design, it is common practice 
to spend three months in negotiating 
contracts but giving only one month 
to product design. 

According to a statement made 
at the development forum by Liu 
Guanzhong, a professor at Tsinghua 
University’s Art and Design 
Academy, Chinese designers have 
two bad habits - blindly drawing 
from Western designs that may or 
may not be acceptable to Chinese 
consumers, and emphasizing luxury 
items targeted at only very elite 
customers. 

Liu said, “If we start from 
carefully looking at our own lives 
and our own needs, good designs 
will naturally be created.” Li 
Xiaolei completely agrees. “There 
are so many ordinary items and 
places around us that call for some 
redesigning,” she said while looking 
at a computer display. “The first 
things I want to change are the 
water faucets in my dormitory.” 





TEL: 68997124 68311626 


ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 m b m 3 m 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 

6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 
/g 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

mmm. mzhmitn 3 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

2 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel: 67 12.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts; chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet,crunchy and soft dishes. Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La,which means Spicy Thai Restaurant,verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive. A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel: 65 9 1 .7726 Fax:6591 .7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

±tii lit: 8 -s§-g%S;M 

AM — M 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 — 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 

g. T m 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie,Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 

140 -S§- 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 
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BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 OO kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 1 0)688433 88-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng N a n Lu Shijingshan District 

(lOO meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 
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New French Restaurant Now Op en! 

J m m m , TT TT TP 7% LL 'A' jjn fxX m M Lk Tf m ? ff m JTc m tL Tj , LL m JE m , U JT m m 

„ m. m m- m m , cr m. m y& m iu Mi ya «, 

3T 1 J m \YJ m Tf m Tl %C fb m , 

if j m m u m f u m a: pj m — m m m m mwtm. „ 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

™ = - 7/n llh I>od 3B tL Tf fT 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
0pen:11:00-24:00 Daily 

ps m — m 

Address: North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Olub 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone: 650891 OO 


ROLAND GARROS 


RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 
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ltao Orphans 



Photo by Li Yag 

The three centercharacters in Turn’s production, played by Ni Dahong(left), Zhai Xiaoxiong and Han Tongsheng 


By Dong Nan 

T he winding up of the 
Beijing National Drama 
Festival earlier this 
month has not closed the 
curtain on the National 
Theatre’s popular production 
of Zhaoshi Guer (Zhao, The 
Orphan). 

On October 19, the drama 
started a two week season 
at the Beijing Children’s 
Theater, following its debut at 
the drama festival. 

Directed by Tian Qinxin, 
the drama is adapted from 
a 600-year-old opera of the 
same name. It tells a story 
of revenge and palace 
revolution over two 
generations during the 
Warring States Period, more 
than 2,000 years ago. 

Inevitably, Tian’s 
production has been the 
subject of incessant 
comparisons with the version 
by Lin Zhaohua of the 
People’s Art Theatre, which 


premiered this April and was 
staged again for the drama 
festival (reviewed in Beijing 
Today on April 25). 

Unlike Lin’s extravagant 
design, which featured a 
stage made from over 50,000 


ancient style bricks, live 
horses and an ox, Tian’s 
stage is simple and clear, 
relying largely on lighting 
to convey the tragic 
atmosphere. 

“Of course, each has its 


strong points, but I think 
Tian’s version is simple and 
strong,” Liu Tong, a drama 
buff who saw both 
productions, told Beijing 
Today, “and I especially liked 
the way Tian’s version ended. 


The Bone and the Soul 


By Dong Nan 

For the first time Canadian and Chinese dancers are 
to perform together on Beijing’s stage. On October 17 
and 18, Canada’s Snell Thouin Project and the Beijing 
Modern Dance Troupe staged the multimedia dance 
Bone at the Beijing Ethnic Culture Palace Theater. 

The dance explores how human beings conquer 
their fear and ignorance, to achieve harmony with 
the nature in the course of seeking love. The per- 
formance combines alternative rock, traditional Chi- 
nese music, film sequences and lighting effects to 
create a psychedelic atmosphere. 

According to choreographer Nadine Thouin, the 
dance is inspired by the relationship of people and 
nature in Zen Buddhism, and the cooperation with 
Chinese dancers shows the spirit of western and 
eastern culture. 

Since 2001, the Snell Touin Project has worked 
with Asian dancers from Malaysia and Mongolia. 

After the Beijing performance and shows in 
Shanghai and Guangzhou, the dance will tour Cana- 
da next year. 




By Jiang Xiujing 

Wan Xiaoli’s charm lies in his guitar play- 
ing and his hoarse voice. His songs combine 
folk music and modern social phenomena, 
which deeply reveal the reality of the daily 
hustle and bustle, and juxtapose the dullness 
but necessities of life. 

While more and more musicians turn to 
complex electronics, Wan persists with his 
simple, guitar-driven tunes and plain lyrics, 
singing about what is going on in the city in 
which we live. 

His most popular piece is Huli (The Fox), 
containing lines like: “I finally realized that 
there are no fairy tales in the forest, and the 
rabbit is much more cunning. The world had 
changed, and I had to run away”. By way of 
allegory, he tells stories about ordinary peo- 
ple’s feelings. 

Line up: 

Vocals/guitar: Wan Xiaoli Accordion: Zhang 
Weiwei Percussion: Guo Long 

Come on and off (2002) 

Recommendations: Huli (The Fox), Muqin 
(Mother), Xia, Weidade (The Great) 


Electronic Arts 
Festival 

By Dong Nan 

From November 1 to 4, the 
first Beijing Electronic Arts Fes- 
tival will be held at the Loft. 
This is the first international 
large scale electronic music per- 
formance in China and one of 
the largest avant-garde elec- 
tronic music shows ever held in 
Asia. 

The festival involves some 20 
artists from six countries. Most 
of them represent the highest 
level in their respective areas. 

The artists includes French 
musician Laetitia Sonami, who 
has invented and adopted ad- 
vanced technology in comput- 
er music; Zbigniew Karkowski, 
a Polish musician renowned in 
the underground “noise” scene; 
Austria midi musician Helmut 
Schafer and veteran of sonic 
arts Randy Yau. 

Many artists active in the 
Chinese electronic music scene 
are participating as well, in- 
cluding 8GG, Wang Fan and 
Sun Dawei. 

“The development of electron- 
ic and computer music is rapid, 
but Chinese people and artists 
do not have many chances to 
witness them. The festival will 
help domestic artists commu- 
nicate with the outside world,” 
stated renowned Chinese Amer- 
ican electronic musician and the 
organizer of the festival, Zhu 
Dajun, in a press release. 
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Madonna 

Madonna in a “Remix” 
Mood 


Just in time for the holiday 
shopping season, Madonna will 
on November 25 release Re- 
mixed and Revisited. 

The seven-song CD includes 
remixes of tracks from this 
year’s American Life album as 
well as the previously unre- 
leased song Your Honesty. 

Your Honesty was recorded 
during the 1994 Bedtime Stories 
recording sessions, and was co- 
written and co-produced with 
Dallas Austin. The CD also fea- 
tures the Jason Nevins radio 
mix of Madonna’s forthcoming 
single, Nothing Fails. 

(Reuters) 



Liza Minnelli and David Cest 


Husband Alleges Minnelli 
Hit Him in Drunken Rages 

Liza Minnelli’s estranged 
husband David Gest sued the 
entertainer on Tuesday for 
$10 million in damages for 
spousal abuse, saying she at- 
tacked him in drunken rages, 
leaving him with an “unre- 
lenting pain in his head.” 

An 11-page civil suit filed in 
Manhattan Supreme Court by 
Gest, who married Minnelli in 
March 2002, says she threw a 
lamp at him and when he tried 
to calm her down and she beat 
him in the face with her fists. 

Gest, who separated from 
Minnelli three months ago, 
alleged that her heavy drink- 
ing gave the singer-actress “re- 
markable force and strength.” 
(Reuters) 
Record 55 Foreign Films 
Seek Oscar Nod 

A record-breaking 55 coun- 
tries - one more than last year - 
have submitted films for consid- 


eration in the Academy Awards’ 
foreign language film category. 

The five shortlisted nomi- 
nees will be announced, along 
with contenders in the other 
categories, Janurary 27. 

(Reuters) 



Christoffer Boe (left) with director 
Wim Wenders 

Buddy Miles Sues Hendrix 
Estate, L A Labels 

Drummer Buddy Miles is 
suing the estate of Jimi Hen- 
drix and several record labels 
for millions of dollars, alleging 
he was not paid royalties for his 
collaborations with the guitar- 
ist more than 30 years ago. 

The drummer in Hendrix’s 
short-lived Band of Gypsys, 
Miles, 56, said in the suit filed on 
Monday in Los Angeles Superi- 
or Court, that he received vir- 
tually no money for his work. 

The band was formed in 
1969 and Miles left a year 
later. He said his collabora- 
tions with Hendrix produced 38 
songs that he either performed 
on or co-wrote, including Vodoo 
Child, Rainy Day Dream Away, 
and Machine Gun. (Reuters) 
Elton Books 3 Years in 
Vegas 

Elton John has signed on 
for a three-year, 75-show run 
at the Colosseum at Caesars 
Palace in Las Vegas. John’s 
engagement kicks off Febura- 
ry 13 in the theater, built to 
accommodate a lavish Celine 
Dion production that will call 
the venue home for at least 
three years. 

John’s performances will 
not alter the show schedule for 
Dion’s A New Day... During 
breaks in that show’s run, the 
Colosseum has already hosted 
performances by Gloria Es- 
tefan, Jerry Seinfeld, Mariah 
Carey and Tim McGraw. 

(Reuters) 



Elton John 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday, is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 


r WARWICK: INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 


Were we do our job So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TELsfOl 0)671 51 166 €*xt. 3005/3006 
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NWD (Hotels Investments) LJmJttedl 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

- University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present: 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 
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Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: ^ifi 

Beijing Zhong Bat\ 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 



Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yord architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 

* * Dart Commkerce Office 

l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price : RJV1B 3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/ day 
3. telephone number:65032597 or 64951817 

* * Dart Commkerce Garden 
1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable P rice:RMB 2 . 8 - 3 . 5 yuan/ squaremeter/ day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right). It is located 
in north-eastern corner of SiyuanBridge. 


SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 

Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dai I yn ewspaper&M agazin e Free use 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(17:30-18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD :No . 22 Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004RR. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 

E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 




OToSouth ofLanDao building, it’ snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank,Nego- 
tiable Securities,Business Center,res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add: No. 38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 


BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 

Apartment styles Available! 

Range from *1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 

USDIOOO/month up 

Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1 600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$ 5 OO/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2 bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
T V, IDE) app 1 i anc e s . 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 

Chong wen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3 A, Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District,Beijing,China 
Transportation : conveniently closetoChaoyangRoad, J ingtong 

Express Way,and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services :Receptionist(Lobby),Tickets,Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, I Iome Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22oo per month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: 100% department 95.7% 

Business Tax: 0.4% 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 

ter per month for Cleaning,Security(in-door and out-door)Vegetation,Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL:65561798 


Sunflower Tower 


Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
Location: No.37,Maizidian Street,Chaoyang District,Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel. Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
Asking rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: Su PP lied nodes IDE) lines and 4MB of Capacity 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: lOKONE elevators HVAC System:Four- P i P e system 
Amenities: Busines center,Exhibition facilities,Retail s P ace 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney,BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 
work 

Tel:85275696-608 
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this news P a P er's P erennial legal adviser :Beijing j ingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 , real estate business that buy , rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2, foreign cases, maritime, finance, bond, important and difficult affiairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4 , notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages, 

TEL: 86-1 0-8352121 8 FAX:86-1 0-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law. com 
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Naturally -dyed comb, 38 yuan 


Bombproof Bottles 


By Elva Li 

A small store in the China 
World Shopping Center is out 
to prove that not all bottles 
are made the same. On offer is 
a range of “drinking systems” 
under the flag of Switzerland’s 
SIGG brand. 

Most of these high-tech ves- 
sels are made from single piec- 
es of brushed aluminum, giving 
them uniform and seamless 


sides, extreme durability and 
the ability to safely contain and 
keep fresh anything from sim- 
ple water to carbonated bever- 
ages, milk or wine. 

Containers of this caliber are 
best suited for the active life, 
where liquids are likely to be 
jostled, shaken, tossed or worse. 
And while simple models in 
battleship gray or black may 
appear to minimalist athletes, 


more expressive people will get 
a kick out of the bombproof bot- 
tles covered in bright, even flu- 
orescent, colors, or images from 
popular movies. 

The bottles come with a range 
of accessories that heighten their 
functions. The sports top is ide- 
al for drinkers on the go, while 
the screw top renders the con- 
tainers serious enough to hold 
fuel. Other gear like bike hold- 
ers, insulating pouches, jogging 
belt carriers and carrying straps 
make sure bottles can be at the 
ready in any situation. 


Prices range from 140 yuan 
to 300 yuan per bottle, obvious- 
ly not in the bargain range, but 
reasonable enough considering 
overall container quality. 

These serious bottles, includ- 
ed in the collection of New 
York’s Museum of Modern Art, 
are solid buys for athletes, de- 
sign buffs or anyone interested 
in giving their beverages the 
best in protection. 

Where: No. SB123B, China 
World Shopping Mall, 
Chaoyang. Open: 9 am - 9 pm 
Tel: 6505 7890 
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Combs Made the Old Fashioned Way 


Hongkong Huohuo, 1,200 yuan 

Photos by Chen Yuan 


By Chen Si 

Despite the name of 
the Fire Phoenix shop, 
most of the home deco- 
rations inside should go 
nowhere near flame, as 
they are made of special 
dried leaves. 

The leaves are import- 
ed from Europe and care- 
fully dried until only the 
veins are left, giving them 
a beautiful, ethereal look 
and delicate feel. They also 
come dyed in a range of 
colors and then made into 
attractive pieces sure to 
suit any decor, though pric- 
es tend to be high in keep- 
ing with their rare quality. 

The leaves are arranged to 
form a variety of goods, such 
as replica dried flowers or other 
flowers that can magically bloom. 
Simply pouring water over these 
30-yuan items is enough to cause 
them to moisten and expand. 

The store also stocks slight- 
ly heartier fake flowers deli- 
cately carved from very thin 


wood. These items are 
challenging to produce, 
justifying their prices 
of 30 yuan each or 
1,000 for an arrange- 
ment in a vase. 

The porcelain vases 
on offer are made in 
Hainan Province and 
come decorated with a 
range of designs, from 
simple lines to human 
faces. A standout is the 
large painted “honghong 
huohuo” vase (1,200 
yuan) filled with bright 
red mock flowers on 
- spiny branches. Other 
items sure to add style 
to any room are Fire Phoenix’s 
line of unusual, stone-made 
lamps that are replicas 
of Chinese cultural relics, 
such as statues of the 
Buddha, horses or ancient 
dancers. 

Where: Lanjinglijia 

Furnishing Plaza, Haidian 
Open: 9 am - 5:30 pm Tel: 
13511011794 


Buddha head 
lamp, 400 yuan 


Red Eagle 
Has landed 


By WangXiaoxiao 

Hong Ying has quietly estab- 
lished itself as a premier domes- 
tic clothing brand with the goods 
to compete with major inter- 
national labels. One of the 
company’s strengths is an insis- 
tence that all products be made 
with high-quality nat- 
ural materials, such 
as prime leather, flax 
and cotton. 

Bags were the 
only things the com- 
pany made when 
manager Liu Hon- 
gying launched the 
label in 1996 and 
remain among the 
best products in 
Hong Ying’s lines. 
The classic Hong 
Ying bag is a racket 

Racket bag, 138 yuan 


By Yu Shanshan 

People who are particular 
about their hair should be equal- 
ly careful about their combs. Any- 
one who insists on the best for 
their head should check out the 
exquisite combs for sale at the 
local headquarters of Chongq- 
ing-based Tanmujiang Company 
near Qianmen or the brand’s 
three other local stores. 

According to Liu Li, manager 
of the Qianmen store, there are 
all kinds of combs suited for the 
many different kinds of hair out 
there. Combs made of boxwood 
(11 to 30 yuan) or peachwood (7 
to 21 yuan) with plenty of space 
between their teeth are perfect 
for permed or naturally curly 
hair, while horn combs, carved 
either from black buffalo horn 
(22 to 38 yuan) or white ox horn 
(22 to 98 yuan), can help people 
prevent or counter hair loss. 

To add to the lives of its prod- 
ucts, Tanmujiang has invented 
combs made in two parts and oth- 
ers with insertable teeth, all of 
which benefit from careful shaping 
from horizontally-grained wood to 
make parts remarkably durable. 
One series of combs made from 
wood from golden wingceltis trees 
(18 to 35 yuan each) have teeth in- 
serted into small holes on the han- 
dle, so that any that break can be 
easily replaced. 

Wooden combs were the norm 
in China for literal millennia, but 
in the past several decades they 


have been all but squeezed out of 
the market by cheaper and easi- 
er-to-make plastic models. Tanmu- 
jiang is leading the natural comb 
comeback, in part by offering ver- 
sions brightly colored by natural 
dyes (28 or 38 yuan each). 





bag, perfectly shaped for hit- 
ting the tennis court, original- 
ly designed three years ago but 
still very fashionable. 

A new bag on the racks 
this year is a camera bag that 
matches an attractive appear- 
ance with careful design capa- 
ble of safely storing everything 
an avid shutterbug might need. 
In general, the bags come in 
blue, dark red or other subdued 
colors, partly a result of being 


The excellent price-to-quality 
ratio of these combs make them 
perfect small gifts, although fan- 
cier models, such as brushes with 
handles and bristles of wingcelt- 
is wood that go for 267 yuan a 
piece, are available. More pop- 
ular items include combs with 
handles carved with pictures of 
animals from the Chinese zodi- 
ac (58 yuan each) or figures from 
Chinese lore (30 to 68 yuan). 

Where: No. 52 Qianmen Lu, 
Chongwen Open: 9 am - 9 pm Tel: 
6701 2136 

No. 375 Donsibei Lu, Dongcheng 
Open: 9 am - 9 pm Tel: 6403 2552 
No. 84 Xinjiekou Beilu, Xicheng 
Open: 9 am - 9 pm Tel: 6613 7632 
No. 88 Wangfujing Lu, 
Dongcheng Open: 8:30 am - 10:30 
pm Tel: 85112805 


made from natural materials 
such as rough sailcloth. 

The brand’s clothes have a 
simple, modern style suitable 
for all kinds of women in all 
kinds of situation, formal or ca- 
sual. Moreover, being made from 
natural materials, such as pure 
cotton, ensures they are comfort- 
able and durable. 

Where: No. 4 Anhuili, Op- 
posite Yanhuang Art Museum, 
Yayuncun, Chaoyang Tel: 6493 
5445 

No. 191 Haidian Lu, south of 
east gate of Renmin University, 
Haidian Tel: 6256 1148 

No. 2 Chengfu Lu, Huaqing Ji- 
ayuan, Wudaokou, Haidian Tel: 
8286 5621 

No. 48 West Third Ring Road, 
west of Shuang’an shopping 
mall, Haidian Tel: 62161586 

Open: 9:30 am - 9:30 pm (all 
stores) Photos by Tian Xiaotong 
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HIGH QUALITY BEST SERVICE 

TEL:(86)01 0-88552079/80 1 3621080964 
AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 


Our servce including: 

♦ Specialize in advertisement design; 

♦ Advertisement promotion on network 
and media; 

♦ Advertising report of company on 
newspaper; 

Good service give you efficient feedback 

Tel:68431638 Fax:88516568 
Mobile:1 30011 68744 
E-mail:newyangd@hotmail.com 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration, 
fftut: it* i 7 107-109 m 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, NO. 1,SANLIHELU, HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
68313388 57107-57109 88371521 ff^:68342761 WMA: 
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A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services; 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 FAX:88552079 
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MOBILE: 13601226884 E-mail:pieere@sina.com 


A Five-year-old Advertisement Company V 


we're looking forward to foreign association for: 
Joint venture and technology cooperation; 
Trademark introduction; 

Marketing promotion and management; 
Arrangement of exhibition and meeting; 
Welcome to contact with us 
Tel:l 39 1 1195219 
business Service 

Advertisement for IT, OVERSEAS IMMIGERA- 
TION and so on. 


u 

♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
Hotline:01 0-66050344/6605039 1 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, Chin- 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

Hotline: 010-66050775 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
AddressrLevel 6,XidanTushu Building, No.17 Xi Changan St. Beijing 
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Tastes of Henan at Yuanx- 
iangyuan Restaurant 

By Shan Jinliang 

As winter approaches, many 
Chinese, especially those of Henan 
Province, turn to warming and 
nutritious stick-the-ribs-fare like the 
Henan specialty yangrou huimian, or 
mutton-cooked noodles. 

While there are many small 
specialists in these noodles around town, 
the best place to get authentic yangrou 
huimian is the Yuxiangyuan Restaurant 
in Henan Plaza, home of the province’s 
local representative office. That eatery 
also offers a range of other Henan 
delicacies, such as hutu miantiao 
(porridge noodles, 8 yuan for a big bowl), 
guantang baozi (soup-filled baozi ) and 
gaolu shaobing (high-stove baked cake, 5 
yuan for one with meat). 



Guantang baozi (18 yuan for basket of 10) 


Yangrou huimian may sound 
simple, but actually should include a 
whole range of ingredients, such as 
green seaweed, yellow huanghuacai 
(unopened lily buds) and white bean 
curd skin for an intriguing 
presentation. The noodles derive their 
rich, fragrant flavor from a mixture of 
fennel and other spices with mutton 
oil that is piquant and warming. 

Another Henan specialty worth 
trying is hutu miantiao , a mixture of 
yellow corn porridge and noodles with 
strips of carrot, celery and shallot and 
crushed peanuts, a pretty and tasty 
concoction. 

Originally invented in Kaifeng, the 
former capital of a few ancient Chinese 
dynasties, guantang baozi (18 yuan for 
a basket of ten) may look ordinary, 
but are in fact one of that city’s two 
major culinary treasures. The fillings 
of these dumplings contain unusually 
large amounts of water, which converts 
into heady soup when the baozi are 
steamed. When digging into & guantang 
baozi , diners should first take a small, 
careful bite, being sure not to spill 
the tasty contents, and then suck 
out the meaty soup inside. A fine 
accompaniment sure to fill the stomach 
is a couple of gaolu shaobing stuffed 
with mutton or donkey meat. 

Where: 28 Huaweili, Panjiayuan, 
Chaoyang When: 7 - 9:30 am, 11:30 am 
- 2:30 pm, 5:30-9:30 pm Tel: 6775 1188 
Average cost: 60 yuan per person 

Serious Shanxi Starch at 
Jinyang Restaurant 

By Dong Nan 

The historic Jinyang Restaurant, one 
of Beijing’s few large specialists in 
Shanxi cuisine, cooks up such tasty food 
that it inspired famed modern Chinese 
writer Lao She to pen a poem - “The cat’s 
ears and fish are worthy and splendid.” 

That minor work refers to two of 
the restaurant’s specialties, assorted 
cats’ ears ( shijin maoerduo , 30 yuan) 
and assorted braised fish (, shijin 
chaoboyu , 20 yuan). Both dishes 
are actually made of boiled flour 


Carbo goading 
Chinese Style! 


dumplings pinched into the shapes of 
cat’s ears or fish and then fried with 
vegetables and eggs with delicious and 
attractive results. 

Knife-cut noodles ( daoxiaomian , 12 
yuan) is another well-known food of 
Shanxi Province. Unlike the long, 
pulled noodles made in many other 
parts of China, the thick, short noodles 
are cut from a large ball with a knife, 
and often cooked with a seafood stew. 

Yet another way to go on a 
Shanxi-style carbohydrate binge is 
to try the Chinese rolls (youmian 
juan, 40 yuan) made with oats 
flour and eaten with thick broths of 
mutton or rice. Though delicious and 
nutritious, these little noodle tubes 
can be hard to digest, so they should 
be eaten with restraint. 



Knife-cut noodles (daoxiaomian, 12 yuan) 


Wenxi cake ( Wenxi bing, 2 yuan 
for 50 gram) is a traditional pastry 
from the town of Wenxi in central 
Shanxi that has been refined through 
the years by Jinyang’s chefs. The 
treats are made by pulling dough into 
extremely long and thin strips that 
are then tightly rolled and baked 
into small cakes often stuffed with 
shallots and salt. 



Assorted cats’ ears (shijin maoerduo, 30 yuan) 


Where: No.241 Zhushikou Xidajie, 
Xuanwu Tel: 6303 1669, 6303 7636 
Where: No. 35 Baiguanglu Dajie 
Xuanwu Tel: 6354 1107, 6352 7114 
When: 10:30 am - 2 pm, 5 - 9 pm 

Mo’ Paomo at Xi’an Restaurant 

By Dong Nan 

Not surprisingly, the Xi’an 


Restaurant is considered by many to 
be the Beijing’s top purveyor of the 
ancient capital’s famed dish paomo , 
a lamb stew made with chunks of 
broken bread. 



One bowl of yangrou paomo is enough to fill 
an empty stomach. 


According to the restaurant’s 
introduction, paomo has been made in 
Shaanxi Province for over 1,000 years. 
The key to the dish is the quality of 
the buns and the beef or lamb broth, 
which should be thick but not greasy. 
When paomo is completely cooked, the 
chunks of bread should be soft, but 
with a nice chew to them, and filled 
with the flavor of the rich broth. 

Following Xi’an custom, waiters bring 
diners two buns each that they then 
break into little pieces on their own. 
When ready, waiters take the bread 
chunks back to the kitchen and quickly 
return with full bowls of paomo. 

This restaurant offers another 
two methods of eating paomo. With 
the danzou method, the bun and 
soup are served as normal, but 
the beef or mutton inside can be 
stuffed into other buns to make 
little sandwiches. Ganpao paomo is 
different in that it is cooked until 
the small bread pieces have fully 
absorbed a whole bowl-full of broth. 

No matter how it is ordered, 
paomo is delicious and easy on the 
wallet, with a filling bowl going for 
only 12. 5 yuan. 

Two years after the Xi’an 
restaurant opened in 1954, Chairman 
Mao and Zhou Enlai paid a visit to 
try out the widely hailed paomo for 
themselves and their photograph is 
still proudly displayed in the center of 
the establishment. 

Besides paomo , the menu also 
includes many other Shaanxi dishes, 
most of which are based on or include 
beef or mutton and priced around 30 
yuan each. 

Where: No.20 Xinjiekou Nandajie, 
Xicheng When: 10:30 am - 10:30 pm 
Tel: 6618 1476 


Starting this week, the Kitchen Con- 
fessionals column will be a regular fix- 
ture on Beijing Today’s food page. In 
this column, our reporters will talk 
with prominent local chefs about their 
personal stories and experiences, dif- 
ferent aspects of Chinese and foreign 
cuisines and how to replicate restau- 
rant dishes at home. 

By Xiao Rong 

C ow and sheep stomach may not 
look or sound too appetizing to 
many people, but is the main ingre- 
dient in a long-cherished Beijing spe- 
cialty, baodu. Despite its relatively 
simple ingredients and cooking meth- 
ods, making top-quality baodu , or 
quick-boiled tripe, is widely considered 
a real art in the capital’s culinary cir- 
cles. Feng Guoming, the third genera- 
tion of “baodu shifu” in his family, has 
mastered the skills of cooking authen- 
tic baodu , which he proudly serves at 
his Jinshenglong Baodu Restaurant at 
the northwest corner of Jiande Qiao in 
Haidian District. 

Last Saturday, he happily gave 
Beijing Today an introduction to his 
art and to appreciating baodu from 
the comfort of his restaurant, which 
he claimed was the place to go for tru- 
ly traditional baodu in the capital. 



Yang muogutou, 20 yuan 


“Our menu is deliberately arranged 
to distinguish the thirteen kinds of ba- 
odu, each of which is made from differ- 
ent parts of a cow or sheep stomach, 
according to their degree of tender- 
ness,” he said. 

Of those 13 kinds of baodu , four 
are made from cow stomach, called ni- 
ubaodu, and the rest made of sheep 
stomach, or yangbaodu. That group 
is then broken again into the yangsi- 
yang, the four toughest kinds of yang- 
baodu, namely duban, shixin, muogu 
and hulu, while the tenderest part of 
the sheep stomach is called duren. 

Feng also takes pride in the care- 
ful speed with which baodu is served 
in his restaurant. “A cultured restau- 
rant will not serve one table of diners 
all the baodu they order at one time. 
Instead, it should be served in keeping 
with how fast the diners are eating,” 
he explained. 

Typically, the waitstaff at Jinshen- 
glong wait until diners have eaten half 
of one dish of baodu before serving the 
next to make sure the flavors of each 
course are fresh and distinct. Chewier 
types of baodu are always served before 
their more tender brethren, perhaps not 
to excessively tire customers’ jaws. 



Yang sandan, 20 yuan 


At the same time, chewiness is key 
to the baodu experience and part of 
the “art” of eating baodu, as Feng de- 
scribed it. His advice that people loudly 
use their molars to chew baodu before 
swallowing the stomach morsels, makes 
it is clear that the traditional way of eat- 
ing is nothing that Miss Manners would 
approve of. He continued, “When chew- 
ing, making a really loud sound like 
gnawing on a piece of cucumber is the 
sign of a true baodu connoisseur.” 

He added, “Flavoring is extremely 
important when eating baodu. Din- 
ers should first mix their flavoring 
sauce until it is very even and then 


Kitchen Confessionals 


Feng Guoming Is 
No Trifler with Tripe 



pick up one piece of baodu at a time 
and dunk it.” 

The Jinshenglong Restaurant takes 
its seasoning so seriously that it has 
received a national patent for its sauce 
concoction, although that recipe is a 
carefully guarded secret. 

“The biggest characteristic of our 
sauce is that we don’t use the same 
kind of flavoring for baodu as is used 
for Beijing-style hotpot, the standard 
sauce at most baodu restaurants,” 
Feng stressed. “In my opinion, the sea- 
soning for baodu should be light to 
give full play of the original flavor of 
baodu itself. The sauce for mutton in 
hotpot is normally pretty heavy.” 

Having grown up in a family that 
depended on making baodu for its live- 
lihood, Feng said his main culinary in- 
spiration was his father, Feng Jinsheng. 

“I was surrounded by everything 
about baodu when I was young and 
got so used to it that it was easy for 
me to learn the skills involved from 
my father,” he recalled. 



Yang duren, 48 yuan 

Feng said that making baodu is 
not nearly as difficult or mysterious a 
process as some imagine, but did em- 
phasize that there are two important 
steps that require solid skills and ex- 
perienced hands to do correctly. 

“Each procedure of making baodu is 
equally important, but washing and boil- 
ing are relatively key steps. For washing 
the tripe, we just use cool tap water with 
no salt or vinegar added,” he explained. 
“As to the boiling, there are no specific 
times for different kinds of baodu, but 
keeping a full, rolling boil is crucial. Ac- 
tual cooking time should be decided by 
the feel of the baodu when it is pushed 
with a scoop.” 

Despite such simplicity, (and the 
fact that baodu is stomach, no way 
around it), Feng’s mastery has led the 
Jinshenglong Restaurant to great suc- 
cess, earning daily turnover of over 
10,000 yuan and being named a “Chi- 
na’s time-honored brand.” 

Feng, now 56, hopes someday to pass 
on the family stomach secrets to his son 
to unswervingly uphold the Feng baodu 
legacy. “I think some traditional foods, 
like baodu, don’t require any further in- 
novation. The model for making baodu 
has been set through centuries of cook- 
ing and should be upheld,” he said. 



Some of Feng Guoming’s secret stomach specialities 


Photos by Lou Ge/Aily 
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Shoushan Stone Carving 
Auction 

China Fujian Shoushan Stone 
Carving Special Auction. It is the 
first time has been held a special 
auction for Shoushan stone carving 
in Beijing. Totally 261 articles are 
on the list, including “tian huang 
qiu yun.” The image of this carv- 
ing was once published as a stamp 
in 1997, and it is estimated to be 
worth 8.8 million yuan. 

Where: Room 226, General 
Service Building, China Interna- 
tional Exhibition Center, Beisan- 
huan Donglu, Chaoyang District 
When: From 1 pm, today Tel: 
013950202009 


Jl^Loo§9© 


Xie Tingfeng (Nicholas Tse) 

Nicholas Tse is one of the hot- 
test young stars in Hong Kong and 
a top-selling singer. Having decid- 
ed to pursue a career in show busi- 
ness, he left school at 16 and spent 
a year in Tokyo studying various 
aspects of music and performance. 
On his return to Hong Kong, he re- 
leased his debut CD, My Attitude , 
which quickly became a hit and 
propelled him to stardom. 

Where: Capital Gymnasium, 
54 Baishiqiao Lu When: October 
25, 7:30 pm Admission: 80-900 
yuan Tel: 6833 5552 


%Jams 


Computer programmer Joker, and his 
younger brother Kid decide to create a 
virtual world in their house, replete with 
the ‘perfect girl’ whom they call Princess D 
"C modeled on a girl named Ling Ling that 
Joker met in a bar. This Weird Science rip- 
off was directed by Hong Kong director, 
Sylvia Chung. Starring Li Xinjie, Wu Yanzu 
and Chen Guanxi. Mandarin. 

Where: UME International Cineplex, 
(Huaxing Guoji Yingcheng), 44 
Shuangyushu Kexueyuan, Haidian When: 
October 24-30 Admission: 50 yuan Tel: 
6261 2851 


Traditional and Modern 
Times 


Three young modern oil paint- 
ers inspired by the style and 
spirit of traditional Chinese 
paintings: Xiao Hong, Pang 

Yongjie and Ma Mingdong. 

Where: Qin Gallery, Huaweili 
1-1E, north of Beijing Curio City 
When: October 23 - November 
11, daily 9:30 am - 6 pm Admis- 
sion: free Tel: 8779 0458 
What is the Best: Pan 
Yuliang, Qian Ding and 
others 

This exhibition highlights 
landscape masters Pan Yuliang, 
Qian Ding, Tang Yihe, Yang Song- 
lin and others. 

Where: Soka Art Center, 

Room 101, Building B, Tianhai 
Shangwu Dasha, 107 Dongsi 
Beidajie When: Till November 
18, Tuesday-Sunday, 9 am - 5 pm 
Admission: free Tel: 6406 5477 
History — A Microscopic 
View 


Xie Xiaoze’s first solo exhibi- 
tion in his home country. The 
US-based artist deals with the 
dialectic between the mundane, 
disposable nature of old newspa- 
pers and the significance of the 
stories they contain. This show 
features new paintings, photo- 
graphs, videos and installations. 

Where: China Art Archives 
and Warehouse, Opposite Nan- 
gao Police Station, Caochang Di- 
cun, Jichang Fulu When: Till 
November 26, Wednesday-Sun- 
day, 1 pm - 6 pm Admission: 
free Tel: 8456 5152 
Transcribe: Sheng Qi 


Born in Anhui province, Sheng 
Qi worked in Italy from 
1989-1992. His work deals with 
the ever-popular subject of the 
cultural gap between East and 
West. The artist combines callig- 
raphy with other more western 
media in an attempt to bridge 
this gap. 

Where: Red Gate Gallery, 
Dongbianmen Watchtower 
When: till November 5, daily 10 
am - 5 pm Admission: free Tel: 
6525 1005 

Oil Painting Exhibition: 
Zhang Lin and Chen Yu 

Zhang Linhai uses striking co- 
lours and almost surrealist land- 
scapes to capture the warm and 
peaceful yet mysterious and dra- 
matic old Chinese village from 
his memory. Chen Yu’s popular- 
ity lies in the subtlety of his 
paintings, which typically illus- 
trate a row of human figures all 
with eyes closed, except one. 

Where: Schoeni Art Gallery, 
Room 904, level nine, Tower B, 
New Town Soho, 88 Jianguo Lu. 
When: till November 12, Tues- 
day-Sunday 11 am - 7 pm Ad- 
mission: free Tel: 8580 2142 
Wan Qingli Traditional Chi- 
nese Painting 

Professor at the Hong Kong 
Chinese Language University 
and graduate of the Central 
Academy of Fine Arts, Wan Qin- 
gli, is well known as an art the- 
orist. His landscape paintings 
are now on display at his alma 
mater. 

Where: Central Academy of 
Fine Arts Gallery, Shuaifuyuan, 
Wangfujing, 5 Xiaowei Hutong 
When: Till November 5, Tues- 
day-Sunday, 9:30 am - 4 pm Ad- 
mission: 5 yuan Tel: 6527 7991 


Second Hand Rose 

Everyone’s favorite Dongbei cross-dressers are 
back again for a little rocking at the Lucky. 

Where: Get Lucky Bar, 500 meters east of Univer- 
sity of International Business and Economics (Jing- 
mao Daxue) south gate When: October 25, 9:30 pm 
Admission: 40 yuan Tel: 6429 9109 


Chillout DIs 

Cafe Sambal hosts DJs playing chillout tunes to 
round off your weekend. Starts early and runs late - 
the way relaxation should be. 

Where: Cafe Sambal, 43 Doufu Chi Hutong (east 
of Jiu Gulou Dajie) When: October 26, 2 pm - 1 0 pm 
Admission: free Tel: 6400 4875 




Yige Dou Buneng Shao (Not 
One Less) 

Rural China in the 1990s was 
a far cry from its city counter 
parts. A young girl is made teach- 
er of the local primary school 
and finds herself tracking down 
a student who left the school for 
work in the city. Director Zhang 
Yimou cast non-professionals for 
this film. Mandarin with Eng- 
lish subtitles. 

Where: B2M Bar, Dongping- 
fang Apartment Block (inside 
the easternmost gate), next to 
the Dong River, Andingmenwai 
When: October 26 8 pm Admis- 
sion: free Tel: 6426 1091 


Speed Dating 

You’ve heard of it elsewhere... 
now it’s coming to Beijing. Spend 
five minutes or so each with a 
succession of “potentials,” then 
fill out a form indicating which 
ones you’d like to see again. An 
event for those who know what 
they want! 

Where: Pipe’s Cafe, Workers’ 
Stadium south gate, beside Fun 
Dazzle When: October 23, 7:30 


pm Admission: free Tel: 6593 
7756 Email: 

snubsnub2@hotmail.com 

Oi! 

Boys and girls, dig up your 
heels for a night of pure ska, live 
and canned, with the eight-piece 
ska band End of the World, and 
tunes by the likes of Skatalites, 
Madness, Reel Big Fish and Des- 
mond Dekker. Entry limited to 
300. 

Where: Vibes, 4 Jiuxianqiao 
Lu, just north of Beijing Tokyo 
Art Projects When: October 25, 


9:30 pm Admission: 30 yuan 
Tel: 6437 8082 
Slab and Bamboo 

The Bamboo crew is back 
again, and bringing with them 
the international talents of Aus- 
tralian DJ and producer Kasey 
Taylor, more often seen in spots 
like Bedrock, Spundae and Min- 
istry of Sound. 

Where: The Club, Beisanlitun 
Nanli, Building 43 When: Octo- 
ber 25, 10 pm Admission: 100 
yuan (50 yuan before midnight) 
Tel: 6417 7791 


German Week 

An opportunity to get ac- 
quainted with contemporary 
German drama. Featuring per- 
formances of White Collar and 
Fire Face. 

Where: People’s Art Exper- 
imental Theatre, third floor of 
Capital Theatre, 22 Wangfujing 
Dajie When: October 27 - No- 
vember 3, 7:15 pm Admission: 
80 yuan Tel: 6525 0996 


DJ GoGo! — The most popular and most successful Swiss DJ! 
DJ Micheal Fresh and DJ De La Bass From “Cheese”! 
Where:Club Cloud 9 Building 7 Sanlitun Beijie When: October 
24, 8 pm Admission: 80 yuan Tel: 64178317 













OCTOBER 24, 2003 


7 ) 


PLAN 




IEUING TODAY 


E-mail: sunming@ynet.com 


EDITORS: SUN MING YU SHANSHAN DESIGNER: LI SHI 


Huayan Si (Huayan Monastery), Datong 


The monasteries were 
named after Huayan, a Bud- 
dhist sect established in the 
Tang Dynasty. There are ac- 
tually two monasteries shar- 
ing the same name, known as 
the “upper” and “lower” Huay- 
an monasteries^? 1 ^). 

The Da Xiong Bao Dian 
(Main Hall) of the upper mon- 
astery was originally built in 
1062, in the Liao Dynasty. De- 
stroyed during a war, it was 
rebuilt in 1140, in the Jin Dy- 
nasty, maintaining the Liao ar- 
chitectural style. It covers an 
area of 1,473 square meters, 
the largest of its kind still ex- 
tant in China. 

Unlike most Chinese tem- 
ple buildings, which face south, 
the main hall faces east. Ac- 
cording to legend, the temple’s 
orientation is a reference to the 
sun-worshipping Qidan, an an- 
cient tribe that first appeared 
in the region in 400 BC. 

The Bu Jia Jiao Cang Dian 
(Repository Hall for Buddhist 
Scriptures) in the lower mon- 
astery, constructed in 1038, 
still retains the architectural 
style of the Tang Dynasty. The 
31 colored sculptured figures 
inside are rare masterpieces 
of the Liao Dynasty, and Bud- 
dhist sutras preserved in 38 
pavilion-like cabinets round 
the wall are one of the best 
preserved and most complete 
sets in China. 

Getting there: Take No. 



The sculptured figure of the Liao 
Dynasty in the Bhaga Repository 
Hall 


4 or 17 bus from Datong rail- 
way station to Qingnian Gong 
(Youth Palace) station 

Open: 8:30 am - 5:30 pm 
(upper), 8:00 am - 6:30pm 
(lower) 

Admission: 10 yuan for each. 



Xuankong Si (Suspended or Hanging 
Monastery), Hunyuan County 


Xuankong Monastery 


Xuankong Monastery (^!£ 
#) is located five kilometers 
south of Hunyuan County, at 
the entrance to Hengshan, one 
of China’s five sacred moun- 
tains of Taoism. The mon- 
astery was founded in 491 
during the Northern Wei peri- 
od (386-584) and reconstruct- 
ed from the Tang through to 
the Qing dynasties. Supported 
by tens of wooden posts, it lies 
a third of the way up a verti- 
cal cliff in Jinlong Xia (Golden 
Dragon Gorge). 

In former times the mon- 
astery lay on the main route 
between Wutai Mountain, a 
famous Buddhist shrine, and 
Datong. It was a convenient 
resting place for passing pil- 
grims, and was also considered 


important in warding off the 
influence of the Golden Drag- 
on, believed to cause flooding 
of the Yellow River, which flows 
below the cliff. 

About 40 buildings remain 
on the cliff face and slopes, 
from 26 to 50 meters above 
the foot of the mountain. It is 
now a place where Buddhist, 
Taoist and Confucian temples 
co-exist. 

Getting there: Take the 
Wutaishan bus from Datong 
North bus station at 6:30 am 
(8 yuan) and get off at Hu- 
nyuan; then take a taxi (10 
yuan) or pedicab (5 yuan) to 
Xuankong Si. 

Open: 7 am - 7 pm 

Admission: 45 yuan 


Fogong Si Shijia Ta (Sakya Tower of Fogong 
Monastery), Yingxian County 



Sakya Tower of Fogong Monastery 


Yingxian Wooden Pagoda ( 
ft rSftffifliS) is the oldest and 
tallest wooden Buddhist pago- 
da in the world, built in 1056 
during the Liao Dynasty. 

The structure is octagonal in 
plan, with two rings of columns 
67 meters above the ground. 
Though it appears from the 
outside to be a five-storey 
structure, the pagoda in fact 
has nine stories, and is built 
entirely of wood. Constructed 
with over 50 different kinds of 


brackets, the pagoda contains 
not a single nail or rivet, yet 
has weathered over 900 years 
of wind and storm and even 
earthquakes. 

Getting there: Take bus 
from Datong North bus station 
at 7:30 am, 9:30 am or 2 pm to 
Yingxian (10 yuan). 

Open: 7 am - 7 pm 

Admission: 15 yuan, 36 
yuan if you want to climb to 
the top. 


UKdllHl 

piiama in 
mi 

By Yu Shanshan 

O ne of *the earliest birthplaces of Chinese 
civilization, Shanxi is home to a dis- 
proportionate number of China’s oldest 
wooden architectural structures. 

There are still 1O0 wooden buildings standing to- 
day, predating the Song Dynasty (960 - 12*75), 
more than VO percent of the total remaining in 
China. These ancient structures, which have sur- 
vived centuries of natural and vr\3in-YY\3ide disasters, 
make Shanxi a treasure house of ancient Chinese 
architecture. 

between 1033 to 103*7, Liang Sicheng and Lin Hui- 
yin, the renowned architectural historians, visited 
Shanxi three times. The publication of the results 
of their investigations, including detailed descrip- 
tions of the wooden tower at Fogong Monastery 
and Foguang Monastery, is regarded as the start 
of the systematic investigation of Chinese ancient 
architecture. 

Beijing Today introduces a route that takes in 
the seven ma]or buildings the couple discovered. The 
journey starts from Datong and, heading south, 
ends in Yuncheng. 

With winter fast approaching, the peak tourist 
season is over in Shanxi, but for true architecture 
buffs, this quieter time is ideal for a leisurely appre- 
ciation of these extraordinary buildings. 



Foguang Si (Foguang Monastery), Wutaishan 


The roof ridge tile of the Hall to Manjusri 


The Main Hall of Foguang 
Si (ft ?□#), built in 857 in the 
Tang Dynasty, is the second 
oldest wooden structure known 
today (the nearby Nanchan 
Monastery is the oldest, built 
in 782, but the scale is much 
smaller). The enormous 
dougong (brackets) give the 
building an overwhelming 
dignity that is not found in 
later structures. 

There stand two humble, life- 
sized statues in the main hall, 
one of a woman, Ning Gongyu, 
donor of the hall, and the 
other of Yuan Cheng, the abbot 
who rebuilt the temple after it 
was destroyed in 845. On the 
undersides of the beams are 
inscriptions written with brush 
and ink, listing the names of 
the civil and military officials of 
the district at the time of the 
completion of the Hall, and also 
that of the donor. 


The Wenshu Dian, or hall 
of Manjusri, side hall to the 
Tang structure in Foguangsi, 
built in 1137 of Jin Dynasty, 
is interesting as a unique 
example of form of interior 
framing known as Jianzhuzao 
(column decreased framing). 
The unusual design allows 
the span between the central 
columns at the rear to be 
widened to about forty-six feet, 
creating more space for 
pilgrims inside. 

Getting there: Take bus 
from Datong north bus station 
at 7:30 am, 9:30 am or 2 pm 
(40-50 yuan) to Taihuaizhen; 
then take bus at Wutaishan 
Bus Station (6-10 yuan), to 
Doucunzhen, then take a taxi 
(10 yuan) for the ten minute 
drive to Foguang Monastery. 

Open: 8 am - 6 pm 

Admission: 10 yuan 


Jin Ci (Jinci Temple ), Taiyuan 



Moulded lady attendant in the 
Hall to Holy Mother 


Lying at the foot of Xuan- 
weng Mountain, 25 kilometers 
southwest of Taiyuan, Jin Ci 
(gfl]) was first built in the 
5th century in dedication to 


Tang Shuyu, founder of the 
State of Jin (770-476 BC), in 
the Spring and Autumn Peri- 
od. Most of the present temple 
was built during the Northern 
Song Dynasty. 

The beam rails and stone 
posts of Shengmu Dian (Holy 
Mother Hall), the main build- 
ing, form a spectacular laced 
pattern. The carved dragons on 
the wooden pillars in front of 
the Hall of Holy Mother are the 
oldest of China’s extant wood- 
en carvings. 

The clay statues of maids 
from the Song Dynasty in 
Shengmu Dian, Nan Lao Quan 
(Ever-Gurgling Immortal 
Spring, which, in fact, stopped 
gurgling in 1994), and the Age- 
less Cypress (a 3,000 year-old 
cypress planted in the Zhou 
Dynasty) are known as the 
“Three Rarities” of Jin Ci. Yu 
Zhao Fei Liang, a fish pond 
spanned by a bridge in front of 
the Holy Mother Hall, built in 
1023 in Song Dynasty is also 
considered a rarity. 

Getting there: Take bus 
from Wutaishan bus station (at 
Taihuaizhen) between 5:30 am 
and 4 pm to Taiyuan. Take bus 
804 or 408 (both 2 yuan) to Jin 
Ci Park, then walk across the 
park to Jin Ci. 

Open: 8 am - 6 pm 

Admission: 40 yuan 


Guangsheng Si (Guangsheng Monastery), 
Hongdong County 



The latticed window of Pilu Dian (The Hall to Vairocana) in the upper 
part of Guangsheng Monastery 


Situated at the southern 
foot of Huoshan Mountain in 
Hongdong County, Guangsh- 
eng Monastery (J^fit#) is di- 
vided into the upper and lower 
parts. The lower part is con- 
nected with the Shuishen Miao 
(Temple to Water God), a sepa- 
rate group of buildings. Most of 
the buildings were erected in 
1305, in the Yuan Dynasty. 
Feihong Ta (Flying Rainbows 
Pagoda) in the upper monas- 
tery, built in 1515, in the Ming 
Dynasty, is the biggest and 
best preserved glazed pagoda 
in China. Octagonal in plane, 
built of bricks from top to 
bottom and glazed in yellow, 
green, blue, white and brown, 
the pagoda is just over 47 me- 
ters. It is hollow inside, and one 
can climb to the tenth story. 


The frescoes in the Mingying 
Dian (Hall to King Mingying) 
in the Temple to the Water 
God, is the only set of murals 
in China based not on Bud- 
dhist stories, but rather cus- 
toms of the Yuan Dynasty. 

Getting there: Take bus 
from Taiyuan long distance 
bus station at 2:15 pm or 3 pm 
to Hongdong County (46 yuan). 
Take No. 3 bus (0.5 yuan) from 
Hongdong bus station to Da- 
huaishu Park, then No. 5 bus 
(2 yuan) to Guangsheng Mon- 
astery station. 

Open: 6:30 am - 7:30 pm (up- 
per), 7 :30 am - 6:30 pm (lower) 
Admission: 16 yuan for up- 
per temple (5 yuan to climb 
Feihong Pagoda) and 10 yuan 
for the lower temple. 


Yongle Gong (Yongle Palace), Ruicheng County 


Yongle Palace (^^’g) was 
originally built as a Taoist tem- 
ple in memory of Lu Dongbin, 
one of the Ba Xian (Eight Im- 
mortals) in Chinese mythology. 
The palace was later renamed 
after its location in Yongle. It is 
renowned for its mural paint- 
ings, which are considered trea- 
sures of Chinese murals, equal 
in value to the frescoes of Dun- 
huang. 

The murals painted on the 
walls of its major halls, such as 
Sanqing Hall, Chunyang Hall 
and Chongyang Hall measure 
960 square meters in total, and 
are representative art works of 
the Yuan Dynasty. They focus 
on Taoist stories and depict the 
lives of the immortals, devel- 
oped from the figure painting 
styles of the Tang and Song dy- 
nasties. 

Getting there: Take bus 
from Linfen long distance bus 
station between 6:10 am and 6 
pm (18 or 23 yuan) to Yuncheng. 
Take bus from Yuncheng bus 



The frescoes of Yongle Palace 
(detail) 


station between 6:10 am and 
6:30 pm (10 yuan) to Ruicheng. 
From there, a cab to the palace 
costs 3 yuan. 

Open: 8 am - 5 pm 
Admission: 25 yuan for 
ticket 








